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Battling Invasives Species:  Southwest Badger Takes on Phragmites 

 

 Phragmites has invaded Richland County! Phragmites is a highly aggressive non-native 

grass that could cause major ecosystem impacts in the region if it becomes established. Currently 

it is considered a “pioneer population” in Richland County, which means it is a small population 

that was established recently. This is the first discovery of Phragmites in southwest Wisconsin. 

Phragmites, also known as Common Reed Grass, was discovered in Richland County on 

County Highway B at the Richland/Sauk County border by a concerned landowner.  

“The recently discovered Phragmites could quickly spread to neighboring areas if not 

treated,” said Southwest Badger Aquatic Species Coordinator Don Barrette.  

Thanks to a grant from DNR and help from the Richland County Land Conservation 

staff, Southwest Badger was able to work quickly to arrange for chemical treat the invasive grass 

this week to try to eliminate it from the county.  Along with the Phragmites, Southwest Badger 

worked with local landowners to chemically treat pioneer populations of highly invasive 

Japanese Knotweed along Willow Creek and the Pine River. 

 As a next step, Southwest Badger will be forming a steering committee of natural 

resource professionals and foster a broader group of interested people, including landowners and 

citizens, who will prioritize work and cooperate together to make sure efforts against invasive 

species are as efficient as possible. “We have to work smart on how we handle invasive species. 

We cannot realistically eliminate all exotic species, but we also cannot ignore the growing 

problem.  To ignore the problem could cause significant ecological disturbances that could end 

up costing landowners more in the long run,” said Barrette. 

Please contact the Southwest Badger office at (608) 348-7110 or 

swbadger@swbadger.org if you are interested in volunteering for other invasive species work. 
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Southwest Badger is a nonprofit organization serving Crawford, Grant, Green, Iowa, La 

Crosse, Lafayette, Richland, Sauk, and Vernon counties. Its mission is to implement natural 

resource conservation, managed growth, and sustainable economic development in our area. 
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