
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Eye of the Storm: Democrat Ryan Solen attends GOP Fall Fest 
 

By Ryan Solen 
October 8, 2016 
 

Mount Pleasant, WI- Running for Congress is a surreal experience – even more so for me as this is my first time running 
for office. It can be difficult to describe to those who have never done it before. I’m not rich, well-known, or well-
connected. Before this campaign, I was just another guy living a quiet life in the neighborhood. But all of that changed 
when I decided that I needed to get involved in government. I spent a lot of time deciding if I was going to run in this 
campaign or not. It was not an easy decision, nor did I think it would be, especially when my opponent, Paul Ryan, 
became Speaker of the House. There is a lot involved in terms of time, money, and effort. In addition, my family has 
sacrificed so much for me so that I could pursue this path (thank you Melissa, Elijah, Cameron, Anya, and Sebastian!). 
 
I have never been a fan of Donald Trump. After his video surfaced yesterday, I was furious. I could not understand how 
anyone could support him. I couldn’t understand how my opponent, Paul Ryan, could continue to endorse him, even 
after again rebuking Trump for his repeated bad behavior. It frustrated me, so I made the decision to attend the 
Republican Fall Fest – the same event from which Trump was uninvited. It is not typically described as friendly territory 
for a Democratic Congressional candidate. 
 
I attended by myself at first. No chief of staff, campaign manager, volunteers, supporters, or even family. Just me 
surrounded by the largest collection of hard core Republicans in the surrounding six counties (Lauren, my amazing and 
patient chief of staff, joined me about an hour and a half into the event). Regardless, I came away from the event with 
interesting observations, and confirmation of my perspectives on what pushed me to run in the first place. 
 
I wasn't talking to Republicans. I was talking to people. Random strangers that I had never met before and that I 
assumed completely disagreed with me and wanted nothing to do with me were intrigued by the idea that I would be 
interested in their opinions. If I’m going to represent this district, I need to represent the whole district. Not just the rich. 
Not just the donors. Not just the Democrats. The whole district. That means interacting with people of all backgrounds, 
opinions, and statuses. As we talked, we found that we had some common goals. We all want good healthcare, 
education, infrastructure, safety, and a better future for our kids. Disagreement comes in when we try to figure out how 
to get there. Though we did disagree on many things, our discussions were very cordial, and I didn’t experience the 
hostility that so many have described, even in that environment. It actually turned out to be a very positive experience. 
If not for the labels of Republican and Democrat, one could easily see the common ground between us: we're just 
people. In the end, we are all Americans – concerned citizens that just want to see progress. I didn’t serve in the military 
for the Democrats or for any particular leader. I risked my life serving in the Army for my family and my country. 
 
Did I earn more votes for my campaign today? I don’t know, and it doesn’t matter. I still don’t like Trump, and I still don’t 
understand how my opponent, Paul Ryan, or anyone else can continue to endorse and support him. But, I came away 
reminded that I entered this campaign with the intent to serve all in the district, including the Republicans. We’re all 
concerned about our future. I think it’s time that we started listening to each other without judgment to understand the 
concerns of each other and face the issues as Americans. That is how we will break gridlock and bring people together to 
find solutions. I know that I was humbled by the kindness shown to me in the midst of what could have been a much 
different situation. 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 

 

 
About Ryan Solen 
Ryan Solen is an Army veteran of the war in Iraq and is seeking to represent Wisconsin’s 1st Congressional District. He is a 
Digital Forensic Specialist and Computer Security Analyst. He is a married father of four and enjoys reading, writing, 
doing karate with his family, and relieves stress with his vintage Lego collection. 
 
He is the Wisconsin Democratic Party’s Nominee to run for the U.S. House of Representatives to replace Paul Ryan. For 
more information, please visit www.solenforcongress.com.  
 
Contact 
For additional media inquiries about Ryan Solen, please contact: 
Lauren Young, Chief of Staff and Press Secretary 
lyoung@solenforcongress.com   
404-788-8096 
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