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Shrader Slams GOP Dark Money Special Interest Group Supporting Brooks 
Group blasted Shrader’s wife’s cell phone number to thousands of homes in 50th AD 

 
REEDSBURG – While it’s early October, the nasty political games have begun.  Two mailers in support of 
Rep. Ed Brooks (R-Reedsburg), paid for by the conservative dark money group the Wisconsin Alliance for 
Reform, have gone out to thousands of homes in the 50th Assembly District and call on citizens to call Art 
directly.  Instead of listing the public campaign phone number or Art’s personal cell phone that is also 
publicly available to voters, the seedy special interest group blasted Mindy Shrader’s cell phone number 
across the district.   
 
“To print my wife’s personal cell phone number on two separate mail pieces, when two other public 
phone numbers were available, is out of line and beyond disrespectful to both Mindy and my family.  My 
wife is not running for State Assembly, I am,” Shrader stated.  “I am willing to debate any issue with 
anyone, but you can’t debate a secret group that hides in the darkness like a predator.  And that’s what 
they are, political predators.  Earlier this session, Ed Brooks had an opportunity to put his foot down and 
put an end to this garbage – instead he voted to make it easier for dark money groups like this to continue 
operating in the shadows.  He had their back, now they have his.” 
 
Last fall, Rep. Ed Brooks and Assembly Republicans overhauled Wisconsin’s campaign finance system 
opening the floodgates for more money in our elections while easing restrictions for secret, dark money 
organizations.  The Wisconsin Alliance for Reform is one of several conservative dark money groups that 
benefited from the changes and are supporting Rep. Brooks.  They are not required to follow the same 
state laws that political candidates and PACs are required to follow including disclosing who their donors 
are.   
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