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UW Regent Defends Trump’s Comments Condoning Sexual Assault 
 

MADISON – A crude videotape of Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump surfaced on Friday in 
which he boasted of his attempts to sexually assault unwilling women, saying “…when you’re a star, 
they let you do it. You can do anything.”  
 
Trump’s remarks sparked disgust and outrage and were immediately condemned by the public. UW 
Regent and former Lt. Governor Margaret Farrow did not hesitate to spring to Trump’s defense, 
however. As reported by the Wisconsin State Journal, Regent Farrow made multiple excuses for 
Trump’s behavior, including that he was recorded without his knowledge.  
 
In response, Assembly Assistant Minority Leader Katrina Shankland (D-Stevens Point) released the 
following statement:  
 
“I’m appalled that a sitting member of the UW Board of Regents, who has considerable influence over 
campus policy and serves as a role model for thousands of students, would condone such disgusting 
and indefensible behavior. 
 
“The epidemic of sexual violence on college campuses cannot be overstated. On average, one in five 
women are sexually assaulted while in college, and that rate is even higher at UW-Madison. Sexual 
assaults often go unreported because the victim knows the perpetrator or fears that their experience 
will be ignored or dismissed. Regent Farrow’s defense of Donald Trump confirms the legitimacy of 
those fears.  
 
“When an individual is willing to put politics over human decency, how can we trust them to serve the 
public interest? And most importantly, at a time when the UW System is fighting to combat sexual 
assault and rape culture on campuses, how can someone who excuses sexual violence serve in a 
position of leadership? Regent Farrow owes an apology to students and the entire UW community.”    
  

 
### 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Authorized and paid for by Friends of Katrina Shankland  


