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Winnebago Apartment Association Challenges 

New Oshkosh Rental Housing Inspection Ordinance 
 

The Winnebago Apartment Association (WAA) began the process of legal action against the 

City of Oshkosh over the recent passing of a new Inspection Ordinance.  Representing over 

60 City of Oshkosh Property Owners, the WAA Legal Action Committee is asserting the 

ordinance violates residents’ constitutional 4th and 14th amendment rights, violates Wisconsin 

statutes and will raise rents unnecessarily in the City of Oshkosh. 

 

The new ordinance, titled “Residential Contract Registration and Inspection Program,” was 

adopted by the Oshkosh Common Council on September 13, 2016.   The City has been 

working on this ordinance for many years but failed to involve rental property owners –  

Oshkosh’s largest small businesses, the WAA said. 

 

“Property owners desire to have good rental property throughout Oshkosh,” Donn Lord, 

President of the WAA said, and have attempted to work with the City offering many concerns 

and ideas to gain a less intrusive program within the City.  Not one item in the new ordinance 

was changed after a series of four multi-hour meetings, Lord said.  

 

“Rental property owners are in agreement to work with the City to re-enhance Oshkosh 

neighborhoods,” Lord said, but added “the recently passed ordinance will do little to improve 

neighborhoods.”   

 

The new ordinance fails to inspect over half the homes within the City, the WAA says.  

“Currently the City has the power to inspect any rental property based upon a complaint, but 

the City is seeking more power to enter City resident’s homes, violate their Constitutional 

rights, and privacy,” Lord added.  

 

The ordinance raises inspection fees, with the City stating it needs the revenue to pay for past 

shortfalls and other programs.  WAA believes ever climbing fees will do little but raise rents 

on Oshkosh’s hard working families.  Residents in the City can ask for free inspections from 

the City of Oshkosh currently, should they have concerns, the association said. 
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“When the City attempts to create a one sided, illegal ordinance, someone has to look out for 

our customers and their Constitutional rights”, stated one small landlord in a recent meeting of 

landlords. “Tenants have rights too and the ordinance fails to protect those rights and a 

tenant’s privacy,” a statement echoed by leaders in the Winnebago Apartment Association. 

 

Lord concluded, “The Winnebago Apartment Association would prefer to work with City 

leaders to solve neighborhood issues rather than seek legal action over the illegal ordinance. 

Working together, solutions can be found to resolve almost any problem.” 

 

The Legal Action Committee of the Winnebago Apartment Association filed the Notice of 

Claims with the City of Oshkosh on September 30, 2016 through their attorneys, Eric 

McLeod and Jeffrey Vercauteren of Husch Blackwell, LLP.  

 

For further information, contact Jeffrey Vercauteren or Eric McLeod at 608-255-4440.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Winnebago Apartment Association is a Chapter of the Wisconsin Apartment Association 

and serves landlords in the Winnebago County area through educational seminars, 

professional development, and best practice rental programs.  WAA is a non-partisan 

organization of rental housing providers both individuals and businesses from across 

Wisconsin who believe in advocacy at all levels of our government. 

 


