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Brooks and Novak Skip Public Education Forum 
Same Day Assembly Republicans Announces Plans to Take More Money from our Public Schools   

 
RICHLAND CENTER – Last night, Rep. Ed Brooks (R-Reedsburg) and Rep. Todd Novak (R-
Dodgeville) skipped a community forum on public education at Richland Center High School.  
Hosted by a local non-partisan organization, the forum was open to candidates of the 49th, 50th and 
51st Assembly Districts.  Coincidentally, the event was held on the same day Assembly Republicans 
rolled out a plan that would cut millions more from our local public schools.   
 
“Like most people, I expect someone who claims our public schools are his top priority, would 
actually want to attend a community forum on public education.  But in fact, Rep. Ed Brooks was a 
no-show,” Shrader commented.  “Over the last five years, 11 out of the 15 school districts in the 
50th Assembly District have had their funding cut by Ed Brooks and Republican leadership.  Rep. 
Brooks didn’t fight for our kids and public schools then, why should we expect him to change 
now?” 
 
Due to funding cuts by the Governor and legislative Republicans, communities across Wisconsin 
have approved a record number of school referendums over the last few years.  This has left 
property taxpayers paying more to keep their schools open, while legislative Republicans took 
money from our children’s education to pay for big tax breaks for their donors and friends.  The 
latest gimmick announced by Assembly Republicans yesterday, will take millions more from our 
local public schools to subsidize private school tuition through the creation of “Education Savings 
Accounts.”    
 
“There is nothing more important than ensuring our children succeed and that starts with a good 
education.  Our local public schools are the heart and soul of rural communities and they need our 
help now.  Rep. Novak’s absence tonight is a prime example of what I have been hearing at 
people’s doors – he has been silenced by the out-of-state voucher groups funding his campaign 
and has not stood up for the schools and students of southwest Wisconsin,” Wright concluded.   
 
Shrader (D-Reedsburg) and Wright (D-Plain) both attended the forum. 
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