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Harsdorf Skips Forum, Questions about Lead Paint Vote 
Remain Unanswered 

While GOP Senator fails to answer constituents, Diane Odeen focuses on the issues affecting 
local families 

 
RIVER FALLS, WI – After weeks of avoiding constituent questions about her vote to protect a lead paint 
manufacturer, Sen. Sheila Harsdorf (R-River Falls) failed to attend a scheduled public forum last night.  Hosted 
by the non-partisan organizations American Association of University Women and The Optimist Club of River 
Falls, the forum presented an opportunity for local residents to ask questions of the candidates for State Senate 
and Assembly. 
 
“I was disappointed that Sen. Harsdorf chose not to attend,” said River Falls Alderperson Diane Odeen, a 
candidate for Wisconsin’s 10th State Senate district. “She may believe that her best political strategy is to ride 
this issue out until Election Day, but it’s wrong to cherry-pick the voters you talk to and I have trust in our local 
residents to see through her out-of-touch political games. She currently represents everyone in the district and 
they should be able to speak to her directly. Corruption and secrecy have no place in Wisconsin.” 
 
In addition to questions about the influence of campaign contributions on politics, Odeen mentioned that local 
control, environmental issues, and education funding were hot-button topics at the forum. “It shouldn’t matter 
where you live," Odeen stated at the forum. "Every child should have access to a quality K-12 public education. 
Too much money is being spent on private voucher schools that are unaccountable to the taxpayers of 
Wisconsin. Private schools should not be funded on the backs of Wisconsin taxpayers.” 
 
Following the event, Odeen remarked, “I appreciate the chance to hear directly from voters, whether at the 
doors or at a public forum. Many local families share the same concerns, like the lack of access to high-speed 
internet in our rural communities and the failure to invest in our children’s future through public education.” 
 
A candidate forum sponsored by the River Falls Chamber of Commerce and UW River Falls is scheduled for 
October 18th, and Sen. Harsdorf is expected to attend. 
 
Media note: A headshot and photo from the forum are attached. 
 
Diane Odeen is running for Wisconsin’s 10th Senate District in western Wisconsin. Diane currently serves as an 
Alderperson for the City of River Falls. Residents can learn more about Diane at dianeodeen.org. 
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