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Rep. Brooks Turned His Back on Wisconsin Women 
Voted to make it harder for women to access life-saving cancer screenings   

 
REEDSBURG – It’s no secret that over the last five years, rural Wisconsin women have increasingly 
struggled to find the health providers and services they need – including access to lifesaving cancer 
screenings.  In an interview earlier this year, Rep. Ed Brooks (R-Reedsburg) discussed how “women’s 
health care is a problem area” and “that too many people in the country need to travel for miles to access 
OB/GYN services.”    
 
A look at Brooks’ voting record might help Wisconsin women understand why it’s been harder for them 
to access the health care they need.  In 2011, he voted to cut over $1 million dollars from health care 
providers serving rural counties and providing access to preventive medical health care like 
mammograms, breast exams and cervical cancer screenings.  Five rural health centers in Wisconsin 
closed as a result.  Just this session, Rep. Brooks again voted to make it harder for women to access health 
care and eliminated millions in federal funding from health providers while slashing funding for birth 
control from health centers supported by our city and county health departments.    
 
“If Ed Brooks is truly puzzled by why women in Wisconsin are struggling to access quality and affordable 
health care, all he needs to do is look in the mirror.  He has voted time and time again to make it harder 
for women to access lifesaving cancer screenings and health exams.  Like so many men in our community, 
as a father, husband and son, I want the best for my daughter, wife and mom.  We should be making it 
easier, not harder, for women to access mammograms and cervical cancer screenings,” Shrader said.   
 
Over the last few years, there have been substantial changes made to the Wisconsin Well Woman 
Program (WWWP) which helps women access health services like physicals, mammograms and cervical 
cancer screenings.  From 2009-2014 the program detected over 500 cases of invasive cancer in women.  
In spring 2015, there were over 1,000 providers in the program and after changes enacted by Governor 
Walker, there are just over 400.  Testimonials from those involved with the program say these changes 
have forced women to drive further for basic health services that otherwise had been available in their 
area.  
 
“After seeing what is happening to women in our community, I cannot imagine standing on the sidelines 
and doing nothing.  October is breast cancer awareness month and we know that early detection is key to 
saving women’s lives.  Why would we not do everything we could to make sure Wisconsin women had 
access to the mammograms and exams necessary to protect themselves?” Shrader asked. 
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