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Stritch Awarded State of Wisconsin Bid to Create 
Nonprofit Executive Education & Engagement Demonstration Project 

 
Cardinal Stritch University has been awarded $149,952 to develop and implement a program that provides 
Wisconsin nonprofit leaders with the education and training needed to make their organizations more 
entrepreneurial and self-sustainable. The program pilot, which will be delivered in the greater Milwaukee 
area, is funded by the Wisconsin Department of Children & Families (DCF) and the Wisconsin Housing and 
Economic Development Authority (WHEDA).  
 
“We are excited about the potential of this program not only because of its innovative approach to working 
with nonprofit executives, but also because we believe it will provide organizational leaders with a new 
combination of business tools and resources to advance their goals for the greater good,” said DCF Secretary 
Eloise Anderson.   
 
The Mission Fuel project applies a business accelerator model to assist select nonprofit organization 
leadership teams to develop and implement sustainable strategies to diversify revenue streams and decrease 
their organizations’ reliance on public funding. 
 
Through the project, Stritch will support the skill development of nonprofit leaders to address a variety of 
complex challenges in an economically sustainable and holistic manner. Housing, economic, health and family 
needs will be initial focus areas of the project.   
 
“WHEDA recognizes the importance of the nonprofit sector in enriching the community and improving the 
quality of life for so many,” said WHEDA Executive Director Wyman Winston.  The Authority is proud to be a 
part of supporting this first-of-its-kind partnership to provide Milwaukee’s nonprofit leaders with the social 
entrepreneurship skills they will need to harness the market in meeting today’s challenges.”  
 
“Through Mission Fuel, we will fulfill our deep commitment to serving the underserved while also bringing to 
bear our long-standing tradition of excellence and innovation in leadership and business education,” said 
Stritch Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Jeffrey D. Senese.  
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Stritch to Develop Program for Leaders of Wisconsin Nonprofits/Add one 
 
Dr. Mark L. Gesner, executive director of academic and community engagement and a faculty member in the 
College of Business and Management, was the lead author of the proposal and will oversee the program’s 
implementation. Mission Fuel will include instruction, mentoring, coaching, technical support, and experiential 
and applied learning delivered in an accelerated format.   
 
“I want to thank Dr. Gesner and the Stritch team for their extraordinary work in the development of the 
Mission Fuel Project proposal. This is the very type of strategic, entrepreneurial work that has made Stritch a 
community leader for many years,” said Kathleen A. Rinehart, J.D., Interim President.  “Mission Fuel will leave 
a significant community impact and create compelling value for nonprofit leaders throughout the Milwaukee 
Metropolitan area. As a University dedicated to the Franciscan value of Creating a Caring Community, we are 
committed to the delivery of a high-quality experience that not only reflects thoughtful planning, but also is 
designed to leverage the strength of the program participants in service to the greater good of the 
communities they lead.” 
 
Stritch is now accepting applications from leadership teams to participate in the first Mission Fuel cohort that 
will begin in January. For more information, contact Gesner at mlgesner@stritch.edu or (414) 410-4148.   
 
  
 
About Stritch | Cardinal Stritch University, a fully accredited Catholic institution based in Milwaukee, provides 
transformative, value-centered education to approximately 3,000 men and women of all faiths and ages in 
four colleges: Arts and Sciences, Business and Management, Education and Leadership, and the Ruth S. 
Coleman College of Nursing and Health Sciences, as well as the School of Continuing and Online Learning. The 
University offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees, as well as certificate and other training programs. 
Founded in 1937 as St. Clare College by the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi, this University is rooted in the liberal 
arts tradition, transforms lives and communities through servant leadership, learning, and service. Stritch 
offers convenient locations in Milwaukee, Madison and Brookfield in Wisconsin, as well as at partner learning 
sites and online.  
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