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(Green Bay, WI) Children in the court system, childhood trauma, domestic violence and immigration law 

are just a few of the tough topics that will be the focus of Wisconsin CASA’s upcoming state conference. 

The 16th Annual Wisconsin CASA State Conference takes place Saturday, November 11 from 7:30 a.m. 

to 3:15 p.m. at St. Norbert College’s Bemis Conference Center, in De Pere, WI. 

 

A wide range of attendees are expected including attorneys, social workers, child care professionals and 

other adults who work with children, will join leaders and volunteers from Wisconsin’s Court Appointed 

Special Advocate (CASA) programs for the event. The public is invited to register and attend as well. 

 

This year’s theme is “More Than Words.” “We want attendees to come away energized to move beyond 

words in helping children who, through no fault of their own, find themselves in our court system,” said 

Sue Schwartz, Executive Director for Wisconsin CASA.  “The conference is a great way to learn about 

new initiatives and approaches as well as network with others who work in the same space we do.” 

 

The keynote speaker is Shenandoah Chefalo. A former foster child, she is co-founder of the Good Harbor 

Institute and author of Garbage Suitcase: A Survivor’s Guide to the Long-Term Impact of Kids in Care. 

She is a strong advocate of trauma informed care in the child welfare system. “Shenandoah offers a 

unique perspective on the long-term challenges that many kids face as they go through the child welfare 

system,” added Schwartz. “We’re looking forward to hearing her inspiring message.” 

 

The Conference will also include a variety of breakout sessions on topics including: 

• Helping Without Harming: A Trauma Informed Approach for Coaching Children, Teens & 

Families 

• Aware & Safe! Finding Personal Safety in Daily Life 

• Using Development Monitoring & Screening to Advocate for Young Children 

• Understanding Trauma, Mental Health and Building Resilience 

• Knowing Your Lens: A Cultural Competence Training 

• Trauma Responsive Services: The Impact, Challenges and Hope 

• Current Issues in Immigration Law that Impact Wisconsin Families 

• The Intersection of Domestic Violence Issues and Child Protection 

 

The registration cost for attendees seeking CEUs/CEHs/CLEs is $50 per person. Registration for all other 

attendees who are CASA volunteers, board members or staff is $20.  All registrations include lunch. 
(more) 

http://www.wisconsin-casa.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sue-schwartz-497b5776
https://www.linkedin.com/in/shenandoahchefalo
https://www.garbagebagsuitcase.com/
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For more about the Conference: 

• Contact Wisconsin CASA at (920) 255-3740 or via email at 

WisCasaConference.WiCasa@gamil.com    

• Information can also be found online at Wisconsin CASA’s website: https://www.wisconsin-

casa.org under the dropdown box “menu.” 

• Online registration is available by going to: http://bit.ly/2jSE6lB 

 

### 

 

Wisconsin CASA Association provides support to existing local CASA programs and assists with the start-

up of new local CASA programs throughout the state of Wisconsin. Local CASA programs currently serve 

12 counties in Wisconsin: Brown, Columbia, Dane, La Crosse, Marinette, Manitowoc, Milwaukee, 

Monroe, Outagamie, Rock, Sauk and Vernon counties. To learn more, go to: www.wisconsin-casa.org.  

You can also find us on Facebook and Twitter@wisconsincasa 
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