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October 3, 2019 

 

US Dept. of Agriculture 

Attn: Secretary Sonny Perdue 

1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 

Washington, DC 20250 

 

 

Dear Secretary Perdue, 

 

Thank you for coming to Wisconsin and listening to the concerns of our hardworking 

farmers.  While I was happy and hopeful to hear your willingness to help Wisconsin farmers by 

investigating and improving a number of issues like prevent plant policies and the intricacies of 

the federal milk marketing order, I was more than disappointed to hear your comments where 

you essentially shrugged off small family farms as irrelevant.  Those small family farms make up 

a majority of the $100+ billion agriculture industry in our state and frankly speaking, they 

deserve better.  

 

We are at a critical time in American agriculture.  We need to take a long hard look at our 

current agriculture policy and how it is working across all of rural America, not just 

Wisconsin.  As you are aware, due to the productivity of the American farmer, food in America, 

as a percentage of personal income, has been noted in recent years as being lower than anywhere 

else in the world.  While there is no doubt our Ag policy seems to be working quite well for the 

98% of the population that isn’t involved in growing the food they consume, it leaves a lot to be 

desired for those of us who actually are. 

 

I would highly encourage you to consider the health of our rural communities as more and more 

of our family farms shut their doors for good.  The get big or get out model that you referenced, 

and seem to be encouraging, is exactly why our agricultural markets seem to be completely over 

supplied in the first place.  We currently have a surplus of just about everything from corn to 

beans to dairy to cranberries!   

 

When our rural communities lose a farm, they also lose a farm family.  The community has 

fewer students in their schools, less parishioners in their church pews, less people to support their 

Main Street businesses, less people paying taxes, I could go on and on and on.  I would 

understand needing to explain this to the Secretary of Defense, but not the United States 

Secretary of Agriculture!     
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For the good of all rural America, and society as a whole, I would highly encourage you to 

rethink the role of the United States Department of Agriculture.  While I agree no business 

should be guaranteed a profit, I firmly believe it is incumbent of the USDA to be working 

towards making viable markets for all types of producers - both big and small - if we want all 

parts of America to remain healthy and vibrant.  The farmers I know and represent would much 

rather have a viable and sustainable market to be a part of then rely on whatever flavor of the day 

farm program the USDA comes up with.  As opposed to coming up with programs to offer price 

supports and lifelines, perhaps the USDA should be putting that effort into coming up with 

effective farm policy that works for everyone and is better thought out then simply saying to 

keep producing more. 

 

Normally, we don’t have the ability to see the future.  In this instance we do.  If we want the 

future of rural America to be non-existent or bleak at best, we should certainly maintain the 

current course.  Farmsteads will continue to go bankrupt, schools, churches, and Main Street 

businesses will close, and our population will continue to become more and more urbanized.  I 

fail to see how that is beneficial for anyone.  Again, I highly encourage you to re-visit your 

perceived role in crafting agricultural policy for the USDA.  We can and must do 

better.  Farmers are the heart and soul of this nation and we are better off for the countless 

contributions they make to society as a whole. 

 

As a family farmer myself and as a member of the Wisconsin Agriculture Committee, I would 

love the opportunity to discuss this with you further. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Travis Tranel  

Family Farmer 

Wisconsin State Representative 

49th Assembly District 

 

 

CC: President Donald Trump 

         

 

 


