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ICYMI: Judge Michael Screnock continues to pull in impressive endorsements 

and engages his community proactively 

[Reedsburg, Wis.] – In recent weeks Judge Michael Screnock has made waves with an impressive 

list of statewide endorsements in his bid to replace Justice Michael Gableman on the Wisconsin 

Supreme Court. Along with the majority of county sheriffs throughout the state he has also garnered 

the support of many notable conservative legal thinkers including sitting and retired Supreme Court 

Justices, Appellate Court Judges and a growing list of circuit court judges as well. His support is 

growing and his non-stop crisscrossing of the state has made quite an impression on grassroots 

activists as well. 

Please see below some highlights of not only his impressive list of endorsements, but the coverage 

of the first graduating class of the Sauk County Drug Court that Judge Screnock helped establish.  

On Judge Michael Screnock’s impressive and growing list of endorsements: 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel - Michael Screnock gets endorsements from conservatives in 

Wisconsin Supreme Court bid 

State Supreme Court candidate Michael Screnock on Thursday announced the endorsements of 

three current justices, two former justices and two appeals judges — the clearest sign yet that 

conservatives are clearing the field for him. 

…“Judge Mike Screnock is the voice of fairness, law and common sense and would be the best next 

justice of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin,” Gableman said in a statement Thursday…. 

Associated Press - Supreme Court Justice Candidate Screnock Nets Endorsements From 

Conservative Justices 

Sauk County Circuit Judge Michael Screnock Hoping To Replace Justice Michael Gableman 

Sauk County Circuit Judge Michael Screnock has won endorsements in the race for the Wisconsin 

Supreme Court from three conservative sitting justices and a host of other conservative judges. 
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…Screnock won the backing of Gableman and fellow current Justices Rebecca Bradley and Dan 

Kelly. Former justices Jon Wilcox and David Prosser also announced their support, along with 

appeals court judges Mark Gundrum, a former Republican state lawmaker, and Brian Hagedorn, 

who used to be Gov. Scott Walker's attorney…. 

WisPolitics – Political Stock – Rising 

Michael Screnock: As the Sauk County judge has worked to consolidate support among 

conservatives for next year's Supreme Court race, one question has regularly popped up: Will there 

be anyone else to run for Michael Gableman's seat? His supporters are pointing to new key 

endorsements to back up their contention that the answer is "No." Screnock lands the support of 

Gableman and fellow conservative Justices Rebecca Bradley and Daniel Kelly. While he also is 

being backed by former conservative justices David Prosser and Jon Wilcox, insiders are more 

interested in two appeals court judges backing Screnock's campaign -- Mark Gundrum and Brian 

Hagedorn. Hailing from Sauk County, many court watchers are not familiar with Screnock beyond 

his work while at Michael Best & Friedrich defending GOP state senators targeted in the 2011 

recalls, Walker's Act 10 and Republican-drawn maps. So when he announced plans to run for the 

court the day after Gableman let it be known he wouldn't seek re-election, some questioned if there 

would be other conservatives who would kick the tires -- particularly ones who are better known in 

Madison and Milwaukee legal circles. What's more, there had long been speculation that Gableman 

would step down from the bench early if he could get a job somewhere else, and both appeals court 

judges were frequent mentions as candidates if Walker got his third pick for the bench. But the 

endorsement of Gundrum and Hagedorn should put that talk to rest, insiders say. It also sends a 

message to some that Screnock is a shoe-in to be Walker's pick to replace Gableman if the justice 

leaves the court before his term is up for another job. Gableman is being vetted for an appointment 

in the Trump administration, and insiders say Screnock would have a leg up in next spring's race if 

he was running as an incumbent against Madison-area attorney Tim Burns and Milwaukee County 

Judge Rebecca Dallet. Liberals have had a suspicion since Gableman announced he wouldn't seek 

re-election that he'd step down early to give Walker a chance to pick his replacement. So the 

endorsements are nothing more than confirmation that it's a done deal. They also believe there's a 

way to turn a possible appointment against Screnock by tying him to Walker and a conservative 

majority on that court that tried to put in "the fix" on getting him to the bench.  

On Judge Michael Screnock’s Drug Court Program Graduates: 

Wisconsin State Journal - Sauk County's first drug court graduates get new lease on life 

As a Baraboo courtroom’s video conferencing screen lit up Tuesday evening, Cora Hatfield glanced 

forward to see something she didn’t expect. 

…Sauk County Circuit Court Judge Michael Screnock – who presides over the drug court – saw 

Cora and her brother, Herbert, through two separate lenses. He watched Cora’s sacrifices and 

successes through treatment while presiding over her brother’s criminal case…. 
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WISC News 3 (Madison) - First participants graduate from Sauk County drug court 

Three people in Sauk County celebrated the first day of the rest of their lives Tuesday night, when 

they became the first-ever graduates of the county's drug court program, designed to 

divert offenders out of the criminal justice system and into recovery. 
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