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Harsdorf Declines Candidate Forums 
GOP Senator Refuses to Participate in Two Events 

 
RIVER FALLS, WI – After avoiding questions about her involvement in an apparent pay-to-play scheme with a 
lead paint manufacturer, Sen. Sheila Harsdorf (R-River Falls) has declined to participate in a scheduled public 
forum hosted by two local, non-partisan groups. The debate on Thursday Oct. 6th is being hosted by local 
chapters of the American Association of University Women (AAUW) and the Optimist Club. Harsdorf’s 
campaign cited her belief that the AAUW was “too partisan” an organization.   
 
This refusal follows Harsdorf’s decision not to participate in a candidate forum on education, scheduled for 
October 5th in Osceola and sponsored by the Saint Croix Valley Friends of Public Education. The Osceola event 
has been canceled, but the River Falls forum will go forward as scheduled. 
 
“Why won’t Sen. Harsdorf answer questions from her constituents?” asked Diane Odeen, a River Falls 
Alderperson and Senate candidate. “She should be willing to listen to voters and answer any questions they 
might have, particularly since it appears she benefited from the dark money that was the subject of the John Doe 
investigations. Why did she vote to give immunity to an out-of-state lead paint manufacturer? Not appearing at 
the forums won’t make the questions go away.”    
 
Sen. Harsdorf has voted to increase legislative secrecy in recent years. Most notably, she voted to limit 
Wisconsin’s open records law in a late-night session without any public input. Additionally, after prosecutors 
started looking into questionable donations to Wisconsin Club for Growth, Sen. Harsdorf voted to block John 
Doe investigations into political corruption. 
 
“Political corruption and secrecy should have no place in our government,” added Odeen. “Elected officials 
work for the voters and should welcome transparency.” 
 
Diane Odeen is running for Wisconsin’s 10th Senate District in western Wisconsin. Diane currently serves as an 
Alderperson for the City of River Falls. Residents can learn more about Diane at dianeodeen.org. 
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