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COSBE’s Be the Spark tour program expands partnership with Milwaukee Public 
Schools, bringing more than 3,000 seventh-graders into local small businesses 

 
COSBE – The small business division of the Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce 

(MMAC) is embarking on the third year of its Be the Spark Business Education Tours -- an initiative 

aimed at giving Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS) seventh-graders access to small businesses in 

metro Milwaukee.  

 

The program started with 1,000 students and 25 businesses in 2014 and aims to bring more than 

3,000 seventh graders into approximately 95 businesses by May of 2016. The program, the largest 

of its kind in the region, provides a unique opportunity for students to meet and talk with 

executives, get a behind-the-scenes look at a business and consider potential career paths in a 

variety of industries.  

 

The program kicks off on Tuesday, October 4, with a tour of Southwest Airlines at Mitchell 

International Airport beginning at 11:00 AM. Members of the media are invited to attend, but 

must pre-register by calling Alexis Deblitz at (414) 287-4130. Students will learn about careers 

ranging from ticketing agents and baggage handlers to flight attendants and pilots. The tour will 

include security screeings and boarding an aircraft.  

  

“It’s critical for students to begin thinking about career possibilities early and often,” said Jeff Clark, 

president and CEO of Waukesha Metals and chair of COSBE’s education committee. “We got 

involved in this program because we know there are great jobs available in manufacturing and 

other fields, but we need to make sure our young people know this too.” 

 

Dr. Darienne Driver, MPS Superintendent, added, “Be the Spark is an excellent opportunity for our 

middle-school students to gain a first-hand understanding of career options, including some they 

never knew existed. It helps students begin to think about the opportunities available to them– 

and it helps young people understand and connect the skills they are learning today and how they 



can be applied tomorrow.” 

 

The COSBE Be the Spark program is made possible through the generous support of Southwest 

Airlines, the program’s Education Champion Sponsor, and Waukesha Metal Products and Superior 

Support Resources -- Education Advocate Sponsors.   

 

COSBE represents small business members of the MMAC with 1-300 employees. MMAC and COSBE 

provide the region’s best business network, advocate for a strong business environment and 

support the economic development of the region. 
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