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Inaction on Student Loan Debt from Representative Swearingen 

LAKE TOMAHAWK, WI –Research has showed that the generation of those aged 20-33, is the worst off 
since those who grew up during the Great Depression. Many men and women across the state of Wisconsin, 
young and old, are saddled with a burden: student loan debt. “I believe post-secondary education should be 
affordable for those who want to better their lives.” Said Matthew Michalsen, candidate for the 34th Assembly 
District. “Let’s face it, we are in a degree driven economy and time in our country. It is time for our elected 
officials to stop the rhetoric and come together once and for all to truly invest in education, invest in 
communities, and allow individuals the opportunity to refinance student loans and earn loan forgiveness without 
having to jump through so many hoops.” 
 
As a state we must invest upfront in education because it is the greatest investment we can make for our 
communities and our children. “Once elected, I will propose legislation to provide for our schools equitably, 
keep our educators, empower our students, and work with Senator Hansen and Representative Mason on the 
Higher Ed, Lower Debt bill because the more our youth are able to consume and save, the greater our economy 
will be. That will in turn, assist in creating more revenue for the state; as well as create more opportunity for 
entrepreneurs to stay in Wisconsin, and come to the Northwoods.” 
 
We have a $19 billion student loan debt crisis in Wisconsin. By slashing the UW System over $250 million, this 
current administration has subsequently lengthened the time to graduate, eliminated degrees and programs, and 
reduced the standard of our professors and instructors. “By creating bottleneck courses, students are having to 
stay one to three semesters longer to complete their degree. I’m sure I’m not the only one who would be willing 
to take a smaller, incremental increase in tuition and graduate on time, than pay one to three more semesters of 
full tuition. Comparatively, I would be spending much more money taking extra semesters, than I would for 
having a tuition increase.” 
 
“This kind of financial oversight by Representative Swearingen is egregious. He has had four years to work 
with the Youth Job Readiness Task Force and Rural School Task Force and has come up with nothing of 
substance. No initiatives that have helped students. Initiatives that look good on paper, but with our current 
representative, initiatives that will never come to fruition” concluded Michalsen. 
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