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Number of Uninsured Rises in 2018, and Racial Disparities Persist  

MADISON, WI – The number of uninsured Americans rose last year, and significant racial disparities in 

access to health care coverage persist. Those disparities are especially pronounced in Wisconsin, according 

to new data on health insurance in 2018 that was released Thursday by the Census Bureau.  

Following implementation of the Affordable Care Act, the number of uninsured Americans fell by more 

than 17 million from 2013 to 2017, a drop of 38 percent. But after leveling off in 2017, insurance coverage 

began to decline last year, when the number of people lacking health insurance grew by about 570,000.    

William Parke-Sutherland, the Health Policy Coordinator at Kids Forward, said the national upturn in the 

number of people without health insurance is very disappointing because it comes at a time when more 

people should have insurance – thanks to employment gains and higher income, as well as a continued rise 

in the number of seniors who qualify for Medicare.     

“Several Trump Administration actions appear to be causing the increase in people who are uninsured, such 

as cutting outreach and enrollment assistance and creating barriers to participation in Medicaid,” said 

Parke-Sutherland. “Other examples include implementing policies that have suppressed enrollment in the 

Affordable Care Act marketplace, and new federal rules that make it harder for eligible immigrants to 

participate in Medicaid.”       

In Wisconsin, the number of people without insurance edged up slightly for each of the last two years, 

rising from an estimated 299,000 in 2016 to 313,000 last year. Nevertheless, the number of uninsured 

Wisconsinites was about 205,000 lower in 2018 than the level in 2013.   

Parke-Sutherland said a major concern about the latest Census Bureau data for Wisconsin is that it shows 

sharp disparities in access to health care for people of color. That difference is particularly acute among 

working age adults. While 5.6% of white Wisconsinites ages 19 to 64 were uninsured in 2018, the rate was 

more than four times higher for Latinx (24.4%) and Native American adults (23.4%), and was twice as high 

for Black Wisconsinites in that age range (12.3%).  

Kids Forward’s analysis of the data shows that the states that have adopted the ACA’s Medicaid expansion 

-- which enables states to cover all non-elderly adults with incomes up to 138 percent of the poverty level – 
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have reduced the number of people without insurance far more than the states that had not adopted the 

expansion.  

Between 2013 and 2018 the number of people who are uninsured fell nearly 48 percent in the expansion 

states. That compares to a drop of almost 40 percent in Wisconsin, which partially expanded Medicaid, and 

a decline of less than 23 percent in the other “non-expansion” states.  In each of the four states bordering 

Wisconsin, all of which have expanded Medicaid, the gains in insurance coverage have been greater than in 

Wisconsin.  

Jon Peacock, Kids Forward’s research Director, warned that the significant gains in health insurance 

coverage achieved since 2013 could be erased very quickly by a lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of 

the Affordable Care Act. However, he also noted that states can take actions to improve access to health 

care.   

“Wisconsin policymakers can reverse the recent uptick in the uninsured by improving BadgerCare 

outreach, making it easier for people enroll and stay on BadgerCare, regulating junk insurance plans, and 

expanding BadgerCare eligibility to include thousands of additional low-wage workers.” Peacock said.  
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Kids Forward, formerly the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, advocates for effective, long-

lasting solutions that break down barriers to success for children and families in Wisconsin. Using 

research and a community-informed approach, Kids Forward works to help every kid, every family, and 

every community thrive.  

 

 


