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SUBJECT: Sewerage district proposes budget to keep infrastructure strong, maintain 
affordability 

 
MADISON, WIS. – Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District’s mission to protect public health and the 
environment would advance under the proposed 2018 Operating Budget and Capital Improvements 
Plan through expenditures on infrastructure projects and strategic initiatives to achieve permit 
compliance and sustainability goals. 
 
On Thursday, members of the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District Commission reviewed highlights 
of the budget proposal. Upcoming infrastructure projects include: 
 

 Construction of a new interceptor extension near Morse Pond on Madison’s southwest side to 
serve developing areas; 

 Relocation of a portion of the district’s southeast interceptor near West Broadway and the 
Yahara River to facilitate redevelopment in the City of Monona; and 

 Design of several treatment plant projects included in a liquid processing facilities plan to 
address peak capacity concerns and replace aging systems. 

 
Upcoming strategic initiatives include:  
 

 Outreach efforts to strengthen partnerships aimed at reducing phosphorus and chloride 
concentrations in the region’s surface waters; 

 Development of a district energy management plan to keep costs low while enhancing 
sustainability;  

 Research into affordability issues and development of innovative solutions that ensure access to 
reliable wastewater services; and 

 Efforts to strengthen and diversify the district’s biosolids production including evaluation of 
additional nutrient streams such as food waste. 

 
For 2018, total revenue is projected at $40.2 million, down less than 1 percent from $40.6 million 
budgeted in 2017. Total expenditures are projected at $43.3 million, up less than 1 percent from $43.1 
million budgeted in 2017.  
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The numbers are aggregated from the district’s operating budget, capital projects budget and debt 
service budget. To accomplish the expenditures, the district is reducing its overall reserves by $3.1 
million. The district routinely uses reserves within prescribed levels to smooth fluctuations in revenue 
required for infrastructure projects.   
 
The district does not charge or receive revenues directly from households; rather its costs are passed 
through its 26 customer communities. In turn, these customer communities bill households under their 
own cost recovery methodology.  
 
Under the proposed 2018 budget, the district's planned revenues and expenditures are expected to 
result in average household service charges of $181, up 6.5 percent from $170 in 2017. The increase 
amounts to 92 cents per month for an average customer. The projected impact on households is slightly 
less than the total budgeted increase in service charge revenue of 6.9 percent, which includes all users. 
The service charge increases are tied most closely to the district’s operating and long-term debt service 
costs rather than annual capital project costs and thus differ from the percentage change in overall 
expenditures. 
 
The most recent survey by the National Association of Clean Water Agencies shows that typical annual 
wastewater charges for City of Madison residents total $313, 37 percent below the estimated national 
average of $498. 
 
A public comment period on the budget proposal runs through Oct. 9. Send comments to: 
Comments@madsewer.org. A copy of the budget can be found by visiting: www.madsewer.org and 
searching “Budget and Finance.” 
 
Commission members will continue budget deliberations and provide direction at the Oct. 12 meeting 
with final review and adoption expected at the Oct. 26 meeting.  
 
ABOUT THE DISTRICT 
Established in 1930 to protect the lakes and streams of the upper Yahara watershed, Madison 
Metropolitan Sewerage District today serves 26 Madison area customer communities covering some 
184 square miles and 360,000 people. The district owns and operates 141 miles of pipe and 18 regional 
pumping stations that convey approximately 41 million gallons of wastewater to the Nine Springs 
Wastewater Treatment Plant each day. Organized as a municipal corporation, the district is a leader in 
sustainability and resource reclamation; its rates are established by the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage 
District Commission.  
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