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News Release                                                                                                                    September 29, 2017 

      FOR IMMEADIATE RELEASE 

Discover Whitewater Series sees its first Wheelchair Participant! 

Sept. 29, 2017 — Whitewater, Wis. — The Greater Whitewater Committee (GWC)’s 5th Annual Discover Whitewater 

Series (DWS) was Sunday, September 17, 2017. This year’s race was special; it took full advantage of the wheelchair 

division.  

The past five years a wheelchair division for the half marathon and 5K races has been available to participants, however 

the DWS saw its first wheelchair participants for the half marathon. The participants were a team of four from My Team 

Triumph. 

My Team Triumph is a nonprofit organization that pairs able bodied athletes with disabled athletes to participate in 

organized road races. The organization is an international organization and the Wisconsin chapter teams have 

participated in race around the state.  

“We join already organized races to create an inclusive community,” My Team Triumph Race Manager Kristen Wold said.  

The team consists of two angels and one captain. Wold explained, angels are the able-bodied athletes of the team that 

run the entire course and captains are the disabled athletes that participate in the race.  

Angels fundraise and raise awareness for race day. On race day, everyone crosses the finish line together.  

“What we have gained from the experience is more than we ever put into it,” Angel Jeremy Houtakker said.  

Captain and junior at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater Emily Fideler a communication major is one part to the 

three-part team. She was joined by Angels, Mr. Houtakker and wife, Melissa. The couple started as angels for a local 

captain. Mr. Houtakker mentioned the community inclusion was outstanding in the races he and his wife have run. There 

are people from the YMCA and cycling clubs join My Team Triumph to help the organization.  

Wold mentioned her own struggle on the DWS course, specifically during hilly parts of it. She met with Fideler and Mr. 

and Mrs. Houtakker on the course and together the four of them completed the race. Mr. Houtakker and Wold agreed 

the purpose of My Team Triumph is to push each other and cheer each other on as the race became more difficult for 

each participant. Wold also mentioned the amount of support on the course from volunteers and the fluid/gel stations 

was tremendous.  

“I even had to cheer on my angels at one point,” Fideler said. “We help each other out.” 

The DWS team has met with Wold and have collaborated with My Team Triumph on how to improve and expand the 

wheelchair division to be more inclusive mentioned Executive Director Jeffery Knight.  
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“Hopefully we can get more people out here next year,” Fideler said.  

Save the date for the next DWS, September 23, 2018.  

To learn more about My Team Triumph and how you can volunteer visit http://myteamtriumph-wi.org or contact Kristen 

Wold at kwold@myteamtriumph-wi.org. For more about the DWS and the wheelchair division contact Jeffery Knight by 

email, jpk@knightpublicaffairs.com or by phone, 920.728.0662. 

About the DWS 
The next DWS will be dedicated to the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater’s sesquicentennial, 150- year anniversary, all 
DWS shirts will be purple and contain the sesquicentennial logo. The goal of the DWS is to promote the City of 
Whitewater and highlight its greatest features. All the proceeds from the race are donated to five local non-profit 
partners: Bethel House (which provides interim housing for homeless families), UW-W Athletics, Working for 
Whitewater’s Wellness (W3), Whitewater Unified School District and the J-Hawk Aquatic Club. The DWS partners with 
the city, business community, university and the school district to make this a tremendous event that benefits all who 
participate. For more information about the race visit runwhitewater.com. For general race inquires email 
info@runwhitewater.com.  
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