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Sept. 28, 2017 

 

Pioneer Players to present ‘Waiting for Godot’ 

 
PLATTEVILLE, Wis. – This fall, the University of Wisconsin-Platteville’s 

Department of Performing and Visual Arts-Theatre and Pioneer Players will 

present Samuel Beckett’s classic play, “Waiting for Godot.” 

 

Performances are Oct. 11 at 11 a.m., Oct. 11-14 at 7:30 p.m. and Oct. 15 at 2 

p.m. The Oct. 11 performance at 7:30 p.m. is a Benefit Wednesday performance. 

All tickets for the benefit are $7, with proceeds going to the Platteville Food 

Pantry and the Grant County Humane Society. All performances are in the 

Center for the Arts Theatre.   

 

Beckett’s existential play, a thoughtful exploration of human existence, follows 

Vladimir and Estragon as they “wait” for a man named Godot who never comes.  

 

Dr. Ann Dillon Farrelly, associate professor of theatre at UW-Platteville and the 

play’s director, said that Beckett’s play is considered by many to be the greatest 

play of the 20th century. She agrees. 

 

“I think the play spoke both to a specific moment, just after the horrors of World 

War II, and to a specific frustration with Western Europe’s inability to see 

themselves as trapped in a kind of stasis,” said Farrelly. “I think the play also 

speaks to a contemporary audience. The idea of waiting for a savior is a very 

human trait, but Beckett is trying to get his audiences to understand that they 

need to save themselves.” 

 

Farrelly noted that they are setting the play in the United States. “Something 

fundamental seems to have shattered in this country recently, and we are using 

this play to explore issues of gender, race and politics,” Farrelly said. “What if 

Godot were a political candidate? The play text remains the same, and I think 



 

 

 

people will find that Beckett’s words and story strongly resonate with a 

contemporary American audience.” 

 

The cast includes UW-Platteville students Logan Eigenberger as Vladimir, Noah 

Thomas as Estragon, Aaron Pliska as Pozzo, Sunshine Balch as Lucky, and 

Adam Carr as Boy. The production staff includes students Abbie Wagner (stage 

manager), Joshua Lawyer (lighting designer), Ian Duff (costume designer) and 

Chris Kott (sound designer). Jeffrey Strange, associate professor of theatre at 

UW-Platteville, serves as the scenic designer.  

 

For tickets and information, call the CFA Box Office at 608-342-1298. 
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