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Rep. Kind's Bill to Ease Burden of Flood Insurance Costs Passes 
the House 

Could lower costs for Wisconsin homeowners and others across the 
country impacted by flooding 

  
La Crosse, WI – Today, U.S. Rep. Ron Kind's Flood Insurance Market Parity passed the House. 
The bill would open up the flood insurance market and allow more private businesses to 
compete, lowering prices for consumers. Currently, the primary option for property owners 
needing to purchase flood insurance is the National Flood Insurance Program (NIFP), which can 
be costly. 
  
"For many in flood hazard areas, like La Crosse, the cost of flood insurance is a necessary but 
significant financial burden. Today, I am pleased we are one step closer to allowing 
Wisconsinites to shop around and find the best deal on flood insurance. I hope the Senate will 
soon take up and pass my bill. It is time we give options to the Wisconsinites and Americans 
who are required to purchase flood insurance," said Rep. Kind. 
  
"NFIP is having real impacts on Midwest cities.  Where flood hazard potential doesn't match 
historic patterns of risk, homeowners and cities are sending enormous amounts of premiums 
out of the local economy.  Money that could be used to rebuild and make more resilient urban 
America," said Jason Gilman, Director of Planning and Development for the City of La 
Crosse.  "La Crosse has over 1200 homes, 200 businesses and over $120M in real estate in the 
special flood hazard area. The city is looking at a severe economic downturn due to insurance 
premiums, burdening the city with the prospects of blight, poverty, and crime unless these 
areas can be positively affected by policy and investment.  We greatly appreciate legislative 
consideration of special areas like La Crosse where historic repetitive loss are not proportionate 
to insurance rates." 

  
Earlier this month Rep. Kind called on Congress to pass this bill.  Following House passage, the 
bill will now go to the Senate. Rep. Kind continues to work with homeowners, property owners, 



community leaders, and local government to try and ease the financial burden of the National 
Flood Insurance Program. 
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