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Wisconsin Could Lose Nearly Half of Hotels & Lodging Establishments 
without Financial Assistance 

  
Brookfield, WI (September 28, 2020) 

The Wisconsin Hotel & Lodging Association recently shared numbers from an internal survey 
showing that 47% of lodging facilities could close within 12 months without loan or grant 
assistance. The survey also shows that more than 50% of the state’s lodging property staff 
remain furloughed or laid off.  

More recent national numbers from the American Hotel & Lodging Association show that the 
industry is slipping even further into despair, as 68% of hoteliers reporting they will only be able 
to last six more months at current projected revenue and occupancy levels absent any further 
relief. Furthermore, 74% reported that they would be forced into further layoffs without relief. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic is the single greatest crisis the hotel and lodging industry has ever 
faced and the situation remains dire.  We need to see some true leadership out of Madison and 
at the federal level if the hotel and lodging industry is going to weather this storm,” said 
WH&LA President & CEO, Bill Elliott. He continued, “Lodging is the bedrock of Wisconsin’s 
Tourism economy, which supports more than 200,000 jobs throughout the state and brings in 
$1.6 billion in state and local tax revenue.” 

The association is calling on state and federal leaders to provide grant and loan assistance as 
well as liability protection. 

 

### 

ABOUT WH&LA 

WH&LA is a nonprofit trade association representing hotel and lodging properties in the state 
of Wisconsin. Established in 1896, WH&LA represents all sizes and types of lodging properties 
throughout the state, providing valued industry services that include marketing, legislative 
representation, industry education and resources in addition to a legal assistance program.  At 
the federal level, WH&LA is proud to partner with the American Hotel & Lodging Association.  
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