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Transportation budget is a mixed bag with bright spots, regressive actions 
 

There are some big wins for those advocating for less spending on major highway expansion in the state 

transportation budget. The recently passed biennial budget has not enumerated Interstate 94 in 

Milwaukee—a project that 1000 Friends of Wisconsin has long opposed for being wasteful and 

destructive to the surrounding community. Another project in the Milwaukee area, the north leg of the 

Marquette Interchange has also been delayed. This is indicative of a growing awareness amongst state 

decision makers that unbridled highway expansion is financially unsustainable, and comes at the expense 

of other state transportation infrastructure.  

 

There is an approximately 6% increase in state funding for local road maintenance which is a step in the 

right direction. 

 

Operational funding for public transit remains the same, at around $147 million a year. There is however, 

a new capital investment program to be paid for from settlement money in the Volkswagen case. This will 

provide $32 million to the Milwaukee County Transit System to swap out aging buses. There is a 2% 

increase in funding for seniors and individuals with disabilities bringing total funding for the program to 

$5.5 million.  

 

The budget approves $402 million in new borrowing—which is the lowest amount since the 2003-05 

budget. 

 

There are some measures in this budget that are regressive. A new yearly fee of $100 will be imposed on 

electric vehicles and $75 on fuel-efficient hybrids. This may deter potential buyers from investing in cars 

that have a lower carbon footprint. The budget also prevents local governments from using their powers 

of condemnation to build or extend bike trails, paths and sidewalks. This can lead to individual property 

owners stalling city or county-wide projects that they disagree with. 

 

This budget is a first step toward acknowledging that our transportation funding problem is one of 

spending and not of revenues. 1000 Friends recognize that we still have a lot of work to do and look 

forward to working with community members and state decision makers to build a modern 21st century 

transportation system in Wisconsin.  
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