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Representative Swearingen: AWOL since 2012 

LAKE TOMAHAWK, WI – Representative Rob Swearingen has accomplished very little over his tenure of 
representing the Northwoods community. What has he done for business? What has he done for the economies 
of Florence, Forest, Vilas, and Oneida counties? What has he done to get good-paying jobs in our district for 
recent graduates who want to come back and raise a family? The lack of economic growth in the Northwoods is 
inexcusable, and the number of citizens of all ages who are just struggling to get by has been rising since 
Representative Swearingen has taken office. 
 
“His leadership has been ineffective over the past four years.” said Matthew Michalsen, candidate for the 34th 
Assembly District. “Taking public funds to support private voucher schools in Milwaukee, padding the election 
year resume with minimal grants for broadband that make no change. It is not voting straight party ticket, and it 
certainly is not relying solely on tourism.”  
 
“I will fight for much more broadband connectivity which will allow for an increase in tech-based jobs and 
allow schools and students to truly compete in our world. It will also allow tourists to stay in our area longer 
which will help the economy, because on average they spend $67/day in the Northwoods.” More access to 
reliable internet is essential for all facets of our society, especially economically speaking. This campaign will 
make sure educators and the students are a priority, not just some second rate statistic. We will work to bring 
more educators back to the profession and move away from pointless mandates that take away from learning. 
We will work to bridge partnerships between school and community and invest in our technical education like 
we have never seen before. We will get people to gain confidence again so they can consume more and business 
can flourish. 
 
“This campaign will restore local control and make sure we protect our number one resource, water, so the 
beauty of the Northwoods will be preserved. We will look to bringing in more of an industry of trades work and 
partner technical schools and curriculum with local business. Most of all, we will preserve the look and feel of 
Northern Wisconsin, but allow for meaningful growth economically and educationally. Representative 
Swearingen’s voting record shows he is not for the Northwoods.” concluded Michalsen.  
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