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Criminal Justice Reform Must Include Reforming Bail Jumping 
 

MILWAUKEE, WI - Representative David Crowley (D-Milwaukee) released the following 

statement to accompany his bill to reform the overuse of bail jumping to force plea deals: 

 

“Bail jumping, as it is written now, does not make any sense. It is supposed to be a tool to make 

people show up for court. However, it has morphed into a tool to force plea deals onto 

defendants, depriving them of their Constitutional right to a jury trial. No longer can we allow 

bail to tip the scales of justice against our citizens. 

 

“Bail jumping can be charged whenever someone who is out on bail awaiting a trial by a jury of 

their peers runs afoul of one of the many conditions set by the court. The restrictions that the 

court can place on defendants awaiting trial are nearly limitless. Besides the obvious requiring 

someone to show up for their court date, examples of bail conditions include maintaining 

absolute sobriety, no police contact, remaining in the arresting county, or adhering to a curfew, 

among many others. The traditional consequence for breaking one of these conditions was a 

modification or revocation of bail until trial. While bail jumping was introduced specifically to 

force defendants to appear in court, it is now used to create new and substantial charges for 

simple condition violations.    

 

“There is just one problem – mass amounts of research have shown that an increase in 

punishment does nothing to encourage compliance. The penalty for bail jumping ranges from up 

to 9 months if the crime for which someone is awaiting trial is a misdemeanor, to 6 years if the 

crime is a felony – even though the prohibited conduct is exactly the same. And even if that 

person is found innocent of the real crime by a jury, they can still be convicted of bail jumping – 

one of the easiest crimes to convict someone of in Wisconsin. The stark reality of bail jumping 

charges is that they are used to force a defendant to plead guilty to the underlying charge in 

exchange for dropping the bail jumping charges 

 

“My bill does three things: (1) it makes all bail jumping charges punishable as a class B 

misdemeanor, a 90-day maximum incarceration, (2) limits the amount of times bail jumping can 

be charged to once per underlying crime, and (3) limits the situations where bail jumping can be 

charged to only (a) intentionally missing a mandated court appearance and (b) violation of a no-

contact or protective condition of bail (i.e., no contact or stay-away orders).  

 

“The bottom line is that these charges do nothing more to increase people showing up for their 

court dates than the use of bail modification or revocation. According to the Wisconsin Supreme 



 

 

Court, the purpose of setting bail is ‘to assure appearance of the accused when it is his duty to 

answer the criminal prosecution.’ It is not to force defendants into plea deals by stacking charges 

against them, and forcing them to plead out in exchange for dropping some of the charges. What 

sane person will go to trial if they are facing 3 counts of bail jumping charges – an additional 18 

possible years in prison – if they are also offered the opportunity to plead guilty to the original 

charge in exchange for those charges being dropped?  

 

“It is time to move past this draconian practice and allow all those accused of crimes a fair trial, 

unencumbered by the manufactured risk that additional charges pose. ‘Innocent until proven 

guilty’ is a fundamental principle upon which our country is built. This bill helps recognize that 

American promise.” 
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