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Over the past six months fifteen legislators have been tasked with evaluating the current resources 

available for the increasing need for suicide prevention efforts in our state, and with identifying 

opportunities to save lives through making policy recommendations here in the Wisconsin State 

Legislature.  

 

Unfortunately, despite a number of legislative steps forward, the Speaker's Task Force on Suicide 

Prevention failed to take action on one issue in an unacceptable manor. By failing to comprehensively 

address suicide by firearm, specifically, by completely ignoring the importance of Extreme Risk 

Protection Orders, the Task Force's work cannot be considered complete. 

 

At each of the six hearings held throughout the state legislators heard about the dangers of firearm 

access, and how important it was that the Task Force on Suicide Prevention take meaningful action on 

the issue. The comments increased in frequency, until, at the final meeting, more than fifty individuals 

attended to request that the task force take action. We heard from mothers who lost sons and sons who 

lost mothers. We heard from friends who lost friends, and we heard from individuals who were nearly 

lost themselves. Each and every one of these heartbreaking stories came with a plea - enact meaningful 

legislation to limit access to lethal means and to prevent these tragic loses from occurring in our state. 

 

Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPO) in Wisconsin would mirror existing temporary restraining 

order and injunction processes. They would afford both families and law enforcement officers the 

opportunity to act when they believe someone is at risk of harming themselves or others.  

 

Under the ERPO process, if a person is likely to injure themselves, a family member or law 

enforcement officer may petition a court to temporarily prevent the person from possessing a firearm. 

With strong due process protections, including penalties for individuals who file a false petition for an 

ERPO, a court would issue the temporary restraining order based on findings that the respondent is 

substantially likely to injure themselves or another person. This is not a new concept in Wisconsin. Under 

current law, persons against whom a domestic abuse or child abuse injunction has been granted are 

subject to automatic firearm surrender and are prohibited from purchasing or possessing a firearm. In 

Wisconsin, the ERPO process largely mirrors this while taking into account the unique nature of each 

individual case, including whether the individual is likely to harm themselves. 
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ERPO legislation creates a pragmatic solution to gun violence that contains strong due process 

protections and upholds the rights of gun owners, while simply empowering law enforcement and family 

members of an individual who may be a harm to themselves or others to take meaningful action in 

moments of crisis. By allowing law enforcement and family members of an individual in distress to take 

proactive steps to prevent gun violence and firearm suicides, ERPOs have saved the lives of many 

innocent men, women, and children in other states, and it is time for Wisconsin to act. 

 

We know that suicide rates are increasing in our state. Further, we know that nearly 50% of all 

suicide deaths in Wisconsin are committed by firearm. Fortunately, thanks to ERPO legislation passed in 

many other states, we also know the real results that ERPOs have had in reducing suicide rates by 

firearm. Connecticut, for example, has seen a 14% reduction in firearm suicide rates after the 

implementation of ERPO legislation, while Indiana has seen a 7.5% reduction. These are proven results, 

and Wisconsin should not sit on the sidelines and fail to act to prevent more suicides while other states 

move forward in saving lives. 

 

It is important to note that ERPO legislation enjoys strong public support. As we heard from people 

across the state, it is clear that the public has spoken and wants to see sensible policies that will save 

lives. In fact, according to the most recent Marquette University Law School Poll, over 80% of 

Wisconsinites, including gun owners, support ERPO legislation here in Wisconsin. 

 

We heard from individuals at meetings around the state asking for us to take action. Many of them 

specifically asked that we work to help other families avoid what they have gone through by enacting 

ERPO legislation. With the alarming increase of suicide rates here in Wisconsin, it is egregious that the 

Speaker’s Task Force on Suicide Prevention chose not to move forward with such a critical piece of 

suicide prevention legislation. It is clear that more work is needed to prevent individuals and families 

from being impacted by suicide in Wisconsin. 

 

As elected representatives we have a responsibility to lead, and we, members of the Speaker’s Task 

Force on Suicide Prevention, call on Speaker Vos and the Wisconsin State Assembly to consider this life 

saving piece of legislation and to hold a public hearing without delay-- in order to save the lives of 

Wisconsinites.  

 

 

 


