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Boys & Girls Clubs Announce “Agenda for America’s Youth” 
Wisconsin Clubs Focus on Promoting Workforce Development Skills, Trauma Informed Care 

 
WASHINGTON — Boys & Girls Clubs launched their national “Agenda for America’s Youth” 
advocacy platform today, focusing on the top issues and solutions impacting the nation’s young 
people. Out-of-school time is at the forefront of the agenda, as the critical vehicle for accomplishing 
solutions to the problems of the country, and Wisconsin. 
 
"Wisconsin Clubs provide services to over 143,800 youth afterschool and on weekends, or more 
youth than any other state in the country for population," said Andy Gussert, Director of the 
Wisconsin Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs. "Whether it's building a better workforce, responding to 
childhood trauma, or preventing kids from using cigarettes and opiates, we have solutions to 
Wisconsin's top problems."  
 
Supporting youth has never been more urgent. Currently, 11.3 million school-age children are 
home alone afterschool, one out of six students fails to graduate on time and nearly half of youth 
don’t believe the American dream is possible. But it doesn't have to be this way. Clubs make a 
difference in the lives of kids and teens every day: 97% of Club teens expect to graduate from high 
school, and 83% of members believe they can make a difference in their community. 
 
Clubs are trusted voices in communities across the country. Located in nearly every Congressional 
district, with over 4,600 sites serving more than 4.7 million youth annually, Clubs are in urban cities, 
rural towns, and on Native lands. In Wisconsin,  we provide 159 sites across 57 cities in Wisconsin. 
Clubs are open every day after school and, as data indicates, provide programming that give young 
people access to skills, opportunities and mentors and the opportunity to succeed. 
 
Clubs not only make kids’ childhoods safer, they build the resiliency that will last young people a 
lifetime. We champion issues that support youth in making positive decisions and embracing 
Healthy Lifestyles & Wellness. When every young person has access to quality out-of-school time 
opportunities, when they’re safe emotionally and physically, when they are healthy and when they 
have the leadership skills for great futures — that is how we ensure equity and inclusion for all 
young people. 
 

# # # 
 

Wisconsin Clubs serve more youth than any other state organization outside the public school 
system. For more background, visit https://www.bgcwisconsin.org/our-impact  
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