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Wisconsin Public Radio Staff in Madison, Wausau and Superior  
Recognized with Chancellor’s Awards 

  
Madison, Wis. – Wisconsin Public Radio's (WPR) Dr. Jonathan Overby, John Munson and 
Jane Ritger were honored this week with awards from the University of Wisconsin 
Colleges and University of Wisconsin-Extension. 
 
UW Colleges and UW-Extension Chancellor Cathy Sandeen presented the awards at the 
institutions’ Chancellor’s Awards Event and Reception, Sept. 22, in Madison. The annual 
Chancellor’s Awards recognize UW Colleges and UW-Extension partners, supporters and 
employees for their outstanding contributions to the quality of life in Wisconsin. 
 
WPR's Dr. Jonathan Overby received the Wisconsin Idea Award for his significant 
contributions to society and the quality of life in the state. In addition to serving as 
Executive Producer and Host of WPR's Higher Ground music program each week, Dr. 
Overby is on the faculty at Edgewood College. And, each year, he serves as the Executive 
Producer and Host of the official state ceremony honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
which is broadcast on WPR and Wisconsin Public Television from the State Capitol.  
 
WPR's Northern Regional Manager, John Munson, received the Career Award for his 
outstanding contributions, leadership and service to the mission and future of WPR and 
UW-Extension.  In addition to serving as the regional manager of WPR's Superior bureau 
since 1991, Munson has developed partnerships with dozens of area organizations and 
serves as the primary fill-in host for programs like The Joy Cardin Show, The Kathleen 
Dunn Show and The Larry Meiller Show.  
 
WPR's Jane Ritger is a member of the UW-Marathon County Multicultural Resource 
Center team, which was honored with the Inclusive Excellence and Diversity Award for 
their work providing students a supportive environment to develop leadership skills and 
learn about cultural diversity on campus and in the local community. Ritger, based at 
WPR's Wausau bureau, is a business sponsorship representative for the statewide 
network. 
 
"This recognition for Dr. Overby, John and Jane is well deserved and is representative of 
the hard work all our staff puts in every day for the people of Wisconsin," WPR Director 
Mike Crane said. "The work they do on air, online and in communities across the state is 
truly inspirational!" 



 
Editor’s Note:  Separate royalty-free photos of Chancellor Sandeen with Dr. Overby and 
John Munson are available to illustrate this story.  Please credit: Robert 
Kosmeder/UWEX-UWC 
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About Wisconsin Public Radio 
Wisconsin Public Radio is a service of the University of Wisconsin-Extension, the 

Educational Communications Board and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. For 
nearly 100 years, WPR has served the people of Wisconsin with quality news, classical 

music, and talk radio programs. Listen, learn more and donate online at: www.wpr.org. 
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