
 
 
 
 

 
September 23, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable Dennis McBride 
Mayor, City of Wauwatosa 
7725 W. North Ave. 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
 
 
Dear Mayor McBride, 
 
In recent months, the Wauwatosa community has been badly disrupted by unrest and riots ostensibly related 
to the situation involving Officer Joseph Mensah. This unrest was characterized by disorderly behavior, 
lawlessness, and a riot outside the home of Officer Mensah in which Mensah was harassed, hectored, and a 
shotgun was fired into the home, where children were living. 
 
Businesses have been disrupted and the livelihoods of their owners threatened, residential neighborhoods 
have been upended, and many longtime residents of the City of Wauwatosa are left feeling their community is 
no longer a safe place to live, work, and raise a family. 
 
It is our understanding that a charging decision in the case of Officer Mensah will be announced soon, perhaps 
this week. This raises the possibility of additional unrest and rioting that would further disrupt the Wauwatosa 
community and bring our community one step closer to becoming a national stage for riotous behavior like 
we’ve seen in Kenosha.  
 
Therefore, we are requesting that you immediately reach out to Governor Tony Evers to arrange for National 
Guard assistance and to President Donald Trump to secure federal law enforcement resources to ensure that 
the lawlessness we’ve seen in the past doesn’t further disrupt our communities and businesses. We are pleased 
to assist in coordinating these efforts. 
 
With the potential for agitators from outside the Wauwatosa community and the state of Wisconsin joining 
possible unrest, we expect the decision on Officer Mensah to gain national attention. In order to prevent 
Wauwatosa from descending into chaos and capturing the national spotlight as Kenosha did, we respectfully 
ask that a plan be in place this time to deal with potential unrest and riots. 
 
Respectfully, 

Dale P. Kooyenga     Rob Hutton 
Wisconsin State Senator    Wisconsin State Representative 
5th Senate District     13th Assembly District 
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