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Aging Advocacy Network Expresses Support for State Budget 

(Madison, WI) The Wisconsin Aging Advocacy Network (WAAN) commends 

the Governor and state legislature for their support of older adults and 

caregivers in the 2017-2019 Biennial Budget. Robert Kellerman, executive 

director of the Greater Wisconsin Agency on Aging Resources and WAAN 

spokesperson stated, “WAAN appreciates the investments made in this 

budget to support the health and well-being of the state’s older adult 

population and the caregivers who assist those in need of care.”  

Aging- and caregiver-related issues included in the 2017-2019 state budget 

include: 

• Board on Aging and Long-Term Care: Two new Ombudsman 

positions to provide ombudsman services for people aged 60 or 

older who self-direct their long-term care services in the IRIS 

(Include, Respect, I Self-Direct) program. 

• Dementia Care Specialists: Funding to continue 19 existing Dementia 

Care Specialist positions for the remainder of FY 2018 and an 

expansion to 24 positions in FY 2019 to support individuals with 

dementia to remain active and able to stay in in their homes (saving 

taxpayers $161/day compared to institutional care) and provide 

support to family caregivers—in addition to working throughout the 

community to create dementia-friendly organizations, businesses, 

and communities.  

• Medical Assistance Purchase Plan (MAPP) and Elderly, Blind, and 

Disabled (EBD) Medically-Needy Medicaid (MA): Elimination of the 

premium cliff and expansion of income and asset eligibility under the 

MAPP program and increases in the financial eligibility limit for EBD 

medically-needy MA. 

• Direct Care Workforce: A 2% increase in the Medicaid personal care 

(MAPC) rate in each year to help fund workers providing much 

needed in-home supports (bathing, dressing, help with meals). A 

larger rate increase is needed to fully address the workforce 

shortage and to keep personal care agencies in business. A 2% 

increase in the nursing provider rates is also included in each year to 

support the direct care workforce and increased care needs of 

nursing home residents. 
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• Alzheimer's Research: $50,000 in each year for the U.W. Alzheimer's Disease Research Center.  

• Transportation: A 2% increase in funding for the specialized transportation assistance for 

counties program (s. 85.21 Elderly and Disabled Transportation Assistance Program). In addition, 

tribal transportation aids increased by $297,000 over the two-year budget period, a 60% 

increase over the current funding level for the 11 Wisconsin tribes.  

Though the aging network was not successful in its efforts to secure permanent funding for healthy aging 

grants to increase evidence-based health promotion programs that address critical and expensive public 

health issues or to restore the annual indexing of the Homestead Tax Credit for inflation, Robert Kellerman 

stated, “We look forward to continuing our work with policy makers on investments in prevention and early 

intervention programs and practices that support older adults to remain living at home and in their 

communities.”  
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