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Black Women’s Empowerment March  
On the 20th anniversary of the Million Woman March, Milwaukee activist group UBLAC (Uplifting 
Black Liberation and Community) will hold a march recognizing Black women’s issues and emphasizing 
Black women’s empowerment. 
 
MILWAUKEE, WI. - September 30, 2017 —  Uplifting Black Liberation and Community (UBLAC), 
Black Women’s BluePrint and March for Racial Justice will march in coordination with Washington, 
D.C.’s National March for Racial Justice.  UBLAC is a grassroots organization that was founded in 
Milwaukee after Sylville Smith was murdered by a former Milwaukee police officer.  UBLAC, Uplifting 
Black Liberation and Community is a coalition led by Black Women, Queer, and Trans people  working 
towards Black liberation with people of African heritage in Milwaukee to give the tools necessary to 
empower local communities for change. 
 
As those in Milwaukee stand in solidarity with Black women across the country like those in Washington 
D.C, and other cities including Philadelphia, Oakland, Cleveland and Atlanta, to name a few all across the 
country, we are remember hundreds of Black people who were murdered in the Elaine Massacre of 
Elaine, Arkansas on September 30 during the Red Summer of 1919.   Massacres and lynchings conducted 
by vicious White mobs and soldiers swept through Black communities without restraint or repercussions 
by a governor, who described the situation as “under control”. These brave African Americans fought the 
waves of domestic terrorism even though it meant their deaths and imprisonment, to highlight the 
foundation of white supremacy in our justice system. On September 30, UBLAC will mourn their lives, 
honor their resistance and allow their strength to reverberate through the generations of Milwaukeeans 
today. 
 
Milwaukee has consistently been one of America’s most segregated cities. As a result, Milwaukee’s black 
population - and especially the Black female population - has suffered from the highest rate of infant 
mortality for their children, the highest postpartum death which levels with that of third world countries, 
severe poverty, living in inadequate housing surrounded by food deserts, and the incarceration rate for 
women in the US is currently more than eight times higher than it was throughout the 20th century.3    The 
stories of women here are not unique, but show a collective need to bring awareness through coordination 

 



 
 

with the March for Racial Justice and the Black Women March happening in Washington D.C on 
September 30th. 
 

(Statistics illustrating the under told story of Black women’s plight: 
● In 2007, black female victims of intimate partner homicide were twice as likely as white female 

homicide victims to be killed by a spouse (0.96 and 0.50 per 100,000, respectively).1 

● Black females were four times more likely than white females to be murdered by a boyfriend or 
girlfriend (1.44 and 0.34 per 100,000, respectively).1 

● Black females experienced higher rates of rape or sexual assault in 2008 than white females or 
females of other races (2.9 compared to 1.2 and 0.9 per 1,000 females age 12 or older, respectively).1 

● In 2010, single Black women (ages 18-64), had a median wealth of $100, less than 1% of their 
same-race single male counterparts ($7,900).2 

 

This data represents a small sampling of the overwhelming obstacles Black women face in every sector of 
society. This march is important as we begin building, supporting, and empowering Black women and 
subsequent actions are designed to bring Black women together to induce and demand a serious focus on 
their issues. 
 
After the march we will reconvene in the following months to continue building, engaging, and 
empowering Black women, Black girls, Trans and Queer people to improve their quality of life.  

 
“A nation can rise no higher than its woman.”  
~The Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan~ 

 
Black women of Milwaukee will join us in illustrating this truth. 
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