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Wisconsin Economic Development Association names Welsh legislative 
affairs director 

 
Madison, WI – The Wisconsin Economic Development Association (WEDA) is pleased to announce Michael 

Welsh has joined the organization as director of legislative affairs. Welsh brings nearly 20 years of 

government affairs experience to WEDA, where he’ll be responsible for monitoring legislative and regulatory 

activity and representing the interests of association members before state legislators and other government 

officials. 

 

“As an organization, WEDA has a long history of advocacy and legislative engagement, but hiring an in-

house legislative affairs director will provide our members with an entirely new level of policy influence and 

success,” said Brian Doudna, WEDA Executive Director. “From the outset, the WEDA Board was committed 

to filling the position with a candidate that possessed extensive experience, relevant knowledge and skills, 

and the proven ability to affect positive change for WEDA members at the policy level. Michael Welsh 

certainly fits the bill, and we’re excited to have him on board.” 

 

For the past twelve years, Welsh has worked as a senior account executive at Hoven Consulting, a Madison-

based lobbying firm. During his time at Hoven Consulting, he represented numerous clients on a wide array 

of issues, including energy, telecommunications and health care policy. Before joining Hoven Consulting, he 

worked in the State Capitol as an aide for several state lawmakers and a former governor. 

 

“I am both honored and excited to join WEDA, an organization with a tremendous reputation and a strong 

track record of legislative success,” said Welsh. “I look forward to putting my experience to work to further 

raise the association's profile with key policymakers and promote polices that advance the field of economic 

development.” 

 

Welsh began his new position with WEDA on September 20. He can be reached at mwelsh@weda.org. 

 

### 

 
The Wisconsin Economic Development Association (WEDA) is a statewide non-profit organization dedicated to 
expanding the economy of the State of Wisconsin. Founded in 1975, WEDA’s economic development professionals and 
active volunteers are dedicated to making Wisconsin a better place to live and work through economic development that 
focuses on retaining and expanding existing businesses; facilitating investment and entrepreneurship; and attracting new 
companies, employment opportunities and innovation capital. 


