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ADAW ISSUES FIRST ALLY AWARDS 
 

 MADISON, WI, September 21st, 2016— The Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin 
(ADAW) presented the first three Ally awards today at the State Capitol.  Governor Scott Walker 
received the first Ally award, the second was given to Representative Mike Rohrkaste and the third 
was given to Representative Dianne Hesselbein.   
 
The newly created Ally award is reserved for elected officials who have demonstrated sustained 
commitment and dedication to people with dementia and their families, something special to 
recognize those who have gone above and beyond. The Ally award is reserved for those who we feel 
are truly committed to helping these people and who we view as "Allies" of the Alliance and the 
families we serve.  In the Governor's case, he's signed five dementia bills, is responsible for the 
dementia redesign, has protected respite funding for family caregivers from budget cuts, etc.   
 
“The Alzheimer’s and Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin (ADAW) congratulates Governor Walker, 
Representative Rohrkaste and Representative Hesselbein for their leadership in addressing issues 
faced by families coping with dementia,” said Rob Gundermann, Public Policy Director for the 
ADAW.   
 
“Having such incredible champions for people with dementia and their families is truly a gift and we 
are incredibly grateful for their commitment and dedication to the families we serve,” Gundermann 
added. 
 
Governor Walker has signed into law five separate pieces of legislation to help people with dementia 
and their families and has undertaken a complete redesign of the dementia care system in Wisconsin.  
Representative Rohrkaste served as Chair of the Speaker’s Task Force on Dementia which authored 
a package of dementia bills and Representative Hesselbein served as Vice Chair of the Task force 
and has been a vocal supporter of the Alliance and those we serve for many years.  The ADAW 
wishes to congratulate all three winners of the Ally award. 
 
If you would like to be an Alzheimer’s Advocate, please visit the ADAW website: alzwisc.org, or 
contact Rob at: Gundermann@alzwisc.org to sign up for our Action Alerts. 
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The mission of the Alzheimer's & Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin is to support individuals, families, and professionals 
impacted by Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias through information, education, consultation, and advocacy; and 
to promote the advancement of scientific research to better diagnose, treat and ultimately eliminate Alzheimer’s disease. 
Since 1985, our expert staff has been offering compassionate guidance to those affected through every stage of the 
disease. Our services help people create the best quality of life for those facing a dementia diagnosis. 
Visit www.alzwisc.org for more information.  
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