
 
 

 

 

 

September 19, 2016 

 

 

Chris Astrella, President - WI Municipal Clerks Assoc.  

4 N. Main St.  

Deerfield WI, 53531 

 

 

President Astrella, 

 

As president of the Wisconsin Municipal Clerks Association and as a result of recent 

federal court rulings that have struck down restrictions on early voting, we are writing 

today to encourage you to give the constituents you serve ample opportunity to cast their 

ballot by voting absentee, in-person prior to the November 8 election. A recent federal 

court ruling has stuck down restrictions on early voting and appears to give clerks broad 

authority in offering early voting opportunities to the communities they serve, and we 

hope you will take full advantage of that opportunity. Doing so will not only enhance 

civic engagement, but should also help alleviate long lines and wait times for voters in 

your community going to the polls on Election Day.  

 

According to the Wisconsin Elections Commission, ballots for the November General 

Election will be distributed to clerks by September 21. We request that you follow the 

lead of clerks that have already stated they intend to begin in-person, early voting in the 

days and weeks immediately following that. It is our understanding that the 7th Circuit’s 

ruling will also allow for clerks to set up voting locations at places other than the clerk’s 

office. We ask that you strongly consider proactively going into your community to 

ensure your constituents have the opportunity to cast their ballot before November 8 and 

to ensure that voters do not find the process to be overly onerous. Additionally, we are 

hopeful you will offer weekend voting hours to your constituents as weekend voting will 

serve as a great opportunity to vote for those that find their weekly schedule already 

hectic enough. 

 

We feel that this request is especially important for people who have increased hurdles in 

accessing their constitutional right to vote, including students, people with disabilities, 

people without reliable access to transportation, and people who work multiple jobs and 

shifts. Several of us heard disheartening stories of students not being able to vote in the 

presidential preference primary election due to hours-long wait times at campus polling 

locations. Setting up early voting locations on college campuses will certainly help 

alleviate this problem for the November election.  



We want to thank you for considering our request and for your service to the state of 

Wisconsin. As elected officials, we believe it is of the utmost importance that the voters 

and taxpayers of Wisconsin have access to the ballot. Please do not hesitate to contact us 

if you would like to discuss this request further. Thank you again.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Peter Barca    Katrina Shankland   JoCasta Zamarripa 

Assembly Democratic Leader  Assistant Democratic Leader  Democratic Caucus Chair 

64th Assembly District   71st Assembly District   8th Assembly District 

 

  

 

CC:     Cindy Cepress – President WI County Clerks Association  

 Curt Witynski – WI League of Municipalities 

 Kyle Christianson - WI Counties Association 

 Michael Koles - WI Towns Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


