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Bernier Co-Sponsored Bill Making it Easier to  

Cover Up Political Corruption 
 

MADISON – Rep. Kathy Bernier (R-Chippewa Falls), who is running for re-election in the 68
th
 Assembly District, 

this session championed efforts to cover up political corruption. Rep. Bernier was a co-sponsor of Senate Bill 43, 

which gives special treatment to elected officials by making it more difficult to investigate and prosecute them for 

corruption.  

 

“As we have seen in recent reporting, it is obvious that pay-to-play politics occurred in the Republican legislature 

and Governor’s office, making it crystal clear why Rep. Bernier worked to shield politicians like herself from 

investigation and prosecution,” George Aldrich, executive director of the Assembly Democratic Campaign 

Committee, said. “Voters in the 68
th
 Assembly District deserve to know why Kathy Bernier thinks that politicians 

like her should be able to court dark money and get special treatment under the law.” 

 

This session, Rep. Bernier, as chair of the Assembly’s Campaigns and Elections committee, was the point person for 

gutting the state’s campaign finance laws. While funding her campaign through special interest and lobbyist 

donations, Bernier led the charge to allow more secret money in politics and to allow corporations to donate to 

candidates.  

 

Documents released last week to the Guardian newspaper reveal the extent of pay-to-play politics that may have 

occurred in the Republican political party. They reveal that major corporations like a lead paint company donated 

major sums to Republican-supporting dark money groups that bankrolled campaigns that kept Republicans in power. 

As alleged payback, Republican lawmakers weakened the state’s lead paint laws. A mining company (GTAC) also 

gave over $1.2 million at the same time that Bernier and her colleagues advanced a controversial mining bill that 

demolished environmental regulations. Under Rep. Bernier's newly gutted campaign finance laws, corporate 

donations of this type are now legal. 

 

“It is disturbing that extreme politicians like Kathy Bernier are putting corporate interests ahead of kids sickened by 

lead paint poisoning,” Aldrich added. “Even worse – Bernier tried to cover her tracks by blocking future 

investigations into political misconduct.” 
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