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Wisconsin Point Commemoration Celebration 

September 20, 2019 

11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Lighthouse Parking Lot 

Moccasin Mike Road, Superior, WI 
Wisconsin Point is back in business - think restored coastal habitat, beach access, bathrooms, 
and parking improvements. 

Wisconsin Point is in the southeast end of Superior, Wisconsin. The area consists of a 228-acre 
peninsula filled with important habitat for plants and animals, beautiful beaches, and peaceful 
bays. At least that’s what is there now. According to the St. Louis River Stories and the Science, 
“human use, in recent years, has taken a toll on the sensitive dune and forest ecosystems on the 
point. The degradation of the dunes, introduction of invasive species, and presence of sensitive 
historical and cultural sites highlight the need for measures to reduce human impacts.” 

Building on a previous project between Wisconsin’s Coastal Management Program (WCMP) and 
the City of Superior to develop a management plan for Wisconsin Point, the WCMP received 
more than $1.5 million in Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grants from NOAA’s Office for Coastal 
Management to restore this area over a three-year period. They worked with the City of Superior 
to complete a massive restoration effort covering over 85,000 square feet of habitat and shoreline, 
85 acres of forest, and 150 acres of sensitive coastal habitat. The project also included the 
installation of improved designated pervious parking lots and ADA accessible boardwalks and 
restrooms. Wisconsin Department of Administration Secretary Joel Brennan reflects that, “these 
amenities will protect the resources here while enhancing the visitor experience, one which 
fosters and creates a stewardship ethic that will preserve these special places.” “This is one of the 



largest freshwater sandbars in the world providing a significant stretch of public access for 
residents in the State of Wisconsin and beyond. It will allow thousands of visitors to experience 
Lake Superior every year,” said Jeff Payne, Director of NOAA’s Office for Coastal Management.   

On Friday, September 20, City and State officials are hosting a ribbon cutting to commemorate 
the re-opening of the area to the public. State and local leaders worked closely with the Fond du 
Lac and other Bands of Lake Superior Chippewa to ensure preservation of these culturally 
significant lands. Part of the work involved stabilizing shorelines, removing invasive species, 
protecting medicinal plants, planting native species, dune restoration projects, public access 
enhancements, and decreasing sites of human disturbance. 

Mayor Jim Paine said of the project, “The Point is Superior’s best place. It is where the story of 
this community begins, and we all return there for a sense of the true beauty of this City by the 
Lake. If you know how to listen, Wisconsin Point tells an ancient story of glaciers, the birth of a 
Great Lake, the first Lake Superior people, and the growth of many different communities. Every 
Superior citizen, of every generation, deserves to visit and experience this sacred place. The 
Dune Restoration project will help preserve Wisconsin Point for generations and allow new 
access for all people to come together and see Superior the way it has been seen for hundreds of 
years.” 

Wisconsin Point is located within the St. Louis River Area of Concern (AOC), as designated by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. This area was listed as an AOC due to past problems with 
pollution and habitat degradation. The Wisconsin Point restoration project is a management action 
that will help remove the loss of fish and wildlife habitat impairment within the AOC. Citizens can 
get engaged and take actions that support AOC work and protect its investments by respecting 
the restoration work and protecting the natural areas on the Point. 

This is one of the most unique collaborations of all agencies involved. 
 
To learn more about the AOC work, visit https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreatLakes/StLouis.html 

 
Public are encouraged to attend 
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