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Walker Administration Supports Federal Takeover of Lake Michigan 

 

SHEBOYGAN, Wis. – The State of Wisconsin is supporting and promoting the takeover of Lake Michigan 

by the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) with the apparent expectation of more 

Federal dollars coming to the state.  It’s a direct result of surrendering Wisconsin’s sovereignty to the 

Feds. The Government is helping grow even more Government.  

In the face of increasing public opposition to the federal sanctuary, a “Facts Forum” by pro-sanctuary 

supporters is scheduled for September 21, 2017, at the Sheboygan Yacht Club. Interestingly the NOAA 

“Facts Forum” will not feature anyone from NOAA. Instead, the panelists include two supporters, two 

paper-pushing bureaucrats from the State of Wisconsin who will benefit from federal involvement in the 

lake, and Sheboygan’s Mayor, Michael Vandersteen, who wants the NOAA visitor center in Sheboygan. 

The histories of other sanctuaries have shown repeated violations of the rights of riparian landowners, 

sport and commercial fishing interests and commercial shippers. Even NOAA bureaucrats Ellen Brody 

and Russ Green admit sanctuaries will grow and change over time.  

On June 27, 2017 in testimony before a US Senate Commerce Subcommittee, retired NOAA 

Administrator Dr. Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Jr., VADM USN (ret.) said NOAA would set fishing regulations 

“if they have to.” Surprisingly Brody and Green insist NOAA does not set fishing rules.  

At that same hearing, fishing captain Jeremiah O’Brien (Vice-president of Morro Bay Commercial 

Fishermen’s Organization in Morro Bay, California) expressed distrust of NOAA for “violating the 

promises that sanctuaries would not threaten our livelihoods”.  He stated, “Sanctuary management 



actions have economically harmed the commercial and recreational fishing industries.” “Sanctuary 

managers are so driven to limit human uses that they violated the principles of ecosystem-based 

management, as well as the Sanctuaries Act…”  There are many more examples of abuses of rights by 

sanctuary managers.  

The allure of federal grants apparently trumps State sovereignty in Wisconsin. Recently Gov. Walker 

announced an $840,000 grant from NOAA to study damage and erosion issues in Lake Michigan. He 

failed to mention the $420,000 required match of state money to get the grant. Is this a mere oversight 

or purposeful concealment of the facts? For decades Wisconsin has studied the problems that continue 

today. 

NOAA dismisses a public debate instead offering to talk with people opposed to a sanctuary. The “Facts 

Forum” in Sheboygan will be a happy talk ‘snow job’ heavy on emotional appeal. As Mayor Vandersteen 

has stated the sanctuary is “for the children.”  

NOAA has repeatedly stated Lake Michigan is a rare opportunity to preserve shipwrecks. If that were 

actually true, why is NOAA feverishly working to get sanctuaries in the Great Lakes of Superior, Ontario 

and Erie? Lake Huron already has a 4,300+ square mile sanctuary. Evidence points to control of fresh 

water. 

The bureaucratic process must be halted until all information is presented to the public and elected 

officials at both local and state levels. An uninformed rash decision today will negatively affect all future 

generations of Wisconsin residents, shippers and businesses.  Once the sanctuary is established, there is 

no turning back.  
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