
For Immediate Release 
 
The local leaders of the Fond du Lac County Democratic and Republican parties issued a joint 
statement condemning the vandalism, theft and destruction of yard signs. 
 
As Chairs of the Fond du Lac County Democratic and Republican Parties, we join together to 
condemn the vandalism, theft and destruction to yard signs that is going on this year. 
Destruction of political signs is not only wrong it is against the law.  The right of people to 
express themselves is embedded in our Constitution. A political yard sign expresses an 
opinion and that needs to be respected. No one has the right to go onto private property to 
take or vandalize signs. Candidates and campaign volunteers put money, time and effort  into 
our democratic process during an election cycle. People need to respect that effort and leave 
the yard signs alone. 
We have contacted the Fond du Lac County District Attorney Eric Toney and he issued this 
statement:  "Freedom of speech is crucial to our democracy and it is imperative 

that we support and defend one's right to support political candidates, even when 
we disagree. Any vandalism or theft of political signs will be reviewed on a case 
by case basis for a potential ordinance violation or criminal charge. If charged as 
a crime, the maximum penalty could be up to 9 months in jail and a $10,000 fine." 

Trail cams and security cameras will record vandalism in action and we will report thefts and 

vandalism to local law enforcement and encourage that charges be filed. 
We urge people to channel their enthusiasm to candidates in a positive way by 
donating and volunteering to their party and those that they support. 
Democracy rests upon participation and free expression, it should not be 
interfered with by the lawless actions of some 
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