
 
 

 

 

WTA Statement on WisDOT Budget 

Towns throughout Wisconsin have been making every effort to build and maintain an 

infrastructure system that is safe and provides the foundation for economic development.  

Achieving these goals has become increasingly difficult due to cost increases combined with 

limited revenue.   

 

For example, a preliminary look at data from a recent WTA survey shows that in Assembly 

District 36, town governments will reconstruct a paved road every 107 years and have enough 

money to, on average, perform the critical maintenance procedure of chip sealing every 66 years.  

Not only is this reconstruction schedule well beyond what is recommended, but the ability to 

actually maintain the infrastructure is in jeopardy. 

 

Data also shows that a recent and typical reconstruction project in the Town of Bradley in 

Lincoln County cost $125,763 per mile.  In the Town of Bristol in Dane County, a reconstruction 

project to strengthen an agri-business with an all season road cost $442,081 per mile.  In that 

same town a chip seal project costs $15,793 per mile. 

 

We appreciate Governor Walker and Secretary Gottlieb for understanding these types of 

dilemmas faced by thousands of town officials by proposing to increase local road aids in the 

next budget by $65M, including $8.9M specifically for towns.  This is a much needed increase 

and will put towns in a better position to maintain roads and bridges.  The proposed $88/mile 

GTA increase will provide a town with 50 road miles an additional $4,400, enough for the 

aforementioned Town of Bradley to reconstruct 0.03 miles of road and the Town of Bristol to 

provide 53 feet of infrastructure for the local economy.  

 

The DOT budget proposal marks the starting point in a discussion about how our state finds a 

long-term, sustainable solution for the entire transportation system.  Our association looks 

forward to working with the Governor and Legislature to build the foundation for economic 

development and ensure safety in every corner of the state. 
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