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Wisconsin Coalition for International Adoption Awards Sen. Devin LeMahieu “Friend of 
International Adoption” 

Adoptive Families thank him for standing up for Adoption. 
 
Milwaukee, WI (September 16, 2016) – The Wisconsin Coalition for International Adoption 
(WCIA) recently awarded Sen. Devin LeMahieu their “Friend of International Adoption 
Award” at an event in Downtown Milwaukee. Sen. LeMahieu led efforts to amend a 
package of adoption bills to make sure that Wisconsin remains an adoption friendly 
state.  
 
“When the state legislature was considering adding red tape to the international 
adoption process, Sen. Devin LeMahieu stood up for adoption and improved the bills,” 
said WCIA’s Matt Batzel, an adoptive parent. Batzel continued, “Sen. LeMahieu showed 
courageous leadership to ensure that Wisconsin is a state with policies encouraging 
adoption, rather than discouraging it.”   
 
International adoption is a very expense process, ranging from $20,000-$50,000. 
According to ABBA Fund, cost is the number 1 deterrent for families interested in 
adopting an orphaned child. In addition, many layers of bureaucracy cause massive 
amounts of paperwork (over 200 hours to complete in most cases). There are millions of 
orphans around the world who could be adopted into loving homes, but bureaucracy 
keeps them in limbo. 
 
The Senate amendments added to AB 40 and 41 this year cut down additional 
paperwork requirements, made it simpler for internationally adopted children to obtain 
necessary Wisconsin Birth Fact documents, and eliminated the most expensive provisions 
in the bills.  
 
“Every child deserves a family,” said Batzel. “Adoption is a beautiful process and Sen. 
LeMahieu has worked to make it possible that more children are adopted into forever 
families. We thank him for doing the right thing.”   

 
    ### 

About WCIA 
The Wisconsin Coalition for International Adoption (WCIA) advocates for orphans 
worldwide and supports families interested in international adoption. 	


