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Statement from Rep. Kahl on Transportation Proposal 
 

The transportation budget that has been submitted at the direction of Governor Walker is by far the 
worst transportation budget submitted in the history of the State of Wisconsin.  No other Governor on 
either side of the political aisle would have ever demanded these restrictions on the ability of the 
Department of Transportation to maintain and replace state roadways as needed to protect the public 
safety and provide businesses with the ability to attract customers and ship products.  
 
I was a member of the governor’s blue-ribbon study commission that spent 2012 examining the 
transportation challenges facing Wisconsin.  We heard sobering forecasts about infrastructure conditions 
and overwhelmingly approved a final package of reasonable options to actually pay for the 
improvements that most people believe are a core function of state government.  The commission was 
bi-partisan and represented vastly diverse viewpoints covering the political and economic spectrum.  
Unfortunately for the people of Wisconsin, Governor Walker ignored the recommendations of the report 
and choose instead to do nothing.  Today he has doubled down on this approach.   
 
As our roads rank near the bottom nationally, the governor pledges to continue the cycle of 
infrastructure deterioration.  No worries, Gov. Walker says, the state’s backbone highways will be in fair 
or better condition.  The “Backbone” system he references consists of 1,588 miles – out of 115,000 
miles of roadway in Wisconsin.  The Governor is foolish to gloat that 1.4% of our road system will be in 
fair or better condition.   Simply ignoring the remaining 98.6% of our roads when they are so critical to 
our agriculture, tourism, manufacturing and forestry industries is a disservice to Wisconsin residents.  
 
This budget will increase cost for taxpayers, cause businesses to close, and increase costs for motorists 
who will need to spend more repairing damage to vehicles caused by inferior road conditions.   
Commuters will need to spend more time and money on the road due to congestion and delays.  Make 
no mistake, far from being a responsible budget for taxpayers, this budget will result in taxpayers 
needing to pay much, much more for good roads. 
 
In Wausau, for example, vehicle owners will have to pay a $25 wheel tax to Marathon County and it is 
likely they will need to pay a $20 wheel tax to the City.   The decision to create these taxes was forced 
upon local government leaders who had to act responsibly in the face of inaction by the Governor.   
These Republican mandated wheel taxes are going to result in a vehicle owner in Wausau writing a 
registration check that is over 50% higher than the last check they wrote.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
By contrast, had a bill I introduced to reinstate indexing of the gas tax been passed, the average 
Wisconsin driver would have paid less than $10 annually in additional gas taxes.   A commuter who 
drives 15,000 per year and gets 25 mpg would likely have paid about $6 more per year.   Instead, in 
cities like Wausau these vehicle owners are going to have to spend $45 more – thanks to Walker. 
 
We are not being fiscally conservative if we follow the Governor’s lead.  To follow him would require 
us to all collectively decide it is appropriate to burden our children with our responsibilities.  However, 
doing the right thing would require this Governor to jettison the political brand he has built over the past 
two decades in office and instead actually govern and for that I hold little hope.  He’s always an aspiring 
candidate looking for a better offer or a bigger donation and we Wisconsinites don’t fit into his plans 
anymore. 
 
During the four years I spent in the Wisconsin Assembly and during my prior service as Mayor of 
Monona, I strived to work across party lines.  I do not like taxes any more than you do.   However, I also 
know it takes money to plow roads in the winter, get construction projects done as quickly as possible to 
keep your employer from closing due to construction, and to keep roads in good repair so you, your 
family and loved ones can travel safely.   
 
We can do better. 
 

(Rep. Robb Kahl, D-Monona, is the ranking member of the Assembly Transportation Committee, a member of the 

State Building Commission and former Mayor of Monona.  He has chosen not to seek re-election in November.) 
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