
 

 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                     Contact: Rep. Shannon Zimmerman  

September 14th, 2017          (608) 266-1526  

 

Representative Zimmerman Supports A Balanced and Strategic State Budget 
 
Madison, WI: Representative Shannon Zimmerman (R-River Falls) supports the 2017-2019 

Wisconsin State Budget. The State Budget will provide increased funding for education and 

transportation while reducing property and income taxes in Wisconsin. Zimmerman notes, “We are 

living in dynamic and opportune times and Wisconsin is doing quite well.  Western Wisconsin is 

evidence of continued success and progress.  This budget was as much about our current needs as it 

was about strategic positioning for the long-term, which is one of the reasons I ran for this office.”  

 

“Education is vital for the good health of our State and I am proud to support the largest investment 

to our schools with a $639.3 million over current investments in K-12 education.” said Rep. 

Zimmerman. “I am committed to a robust and vibrant education system which helps our youth move 

forward down the path of success and it is strategic in preparing for our current and anticipated 

workforce challenges of tomorrow”.  

 

The 2017-2019 Wisconsin State Budget provides approximately $4.95 million for additions and 

renovations of University of Wisconsin River Falls’ May Hall. May Hall houses the College of 

Business and Economics sophomores, Honors program students, and serves as an area to learn 

foreign language skills and international perspectives.  

 

“Here in Wisconsin we are blessed with excellent universities and colleges; every investment we 

make in our higher education is an investment in a better future for Wisconsin and again helps 

resolve the workforce challenges we face.” Zimmerman continued, “When voting to spend someone 

else’s money, careful thought and assurances of accountability must be part of that conversation.  I 

feel optimistic about increasing efficiency in our educational centers and that they understand their 

vital role in helping us prepare for our future workforce demands,” stated Rep. Zimmerman.    

 

Balanced transportation funding was an essential part of this budget and it does so by trimming 200 

mostly vacant positions within the Department of Transportation.  Extra effort was also put in to 

reduce the bonding levels in the short-term.  

 

“Good roads and transportation infrastructure are indispensable to the quality of life of Wisconsin 

residents and our commerce,” said Rep. Zimmerman. “I am proud of the cost-cutting measures 

identified in this budget, and it moves us towards a long-term solution but it is clear to me that we 

still have work to do.” 

 



 

 

The State Budget removes the burdensome Forestry Mill Tax, a tax collected by the state of 

Wisconsin. This removal will save taxpayers approximately $180 million. Moreover, this budget will 

lower income taxes by eliminating the Alternative Minimum Tax.   

 

“The complete removal of this tax will mark the first time Wisconsinites will not have a state 

property tax collected since 1931,” said Rep. Zimmerman. “Now that is just one of the many ways 

this budget is a win-win for all Wisconsin residents and smaller government in Wisconsin.” 

 

The focus now shifts to the future.  Zimmerman is working diligently to address long-term workforce 

needs and creative ways to connect education and economy better. He pointed to critical, upcoming 

agenda shaping district surveys made available online via Zimmerman Connect on his legislative 

website, which creates a direct line for you to share what matters most to you with this office. 

 
Learn more about Zimmerman Connect at http://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/30/zimmerman 
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