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WPR NEXT: Second Episode of Entertain Us to Air Saturday  

Madison, Wis. – What’s with Hollywood’s obsession with the apocalypse? WPR entertains that question 

and more beginning September 16 with the second pilot of Entertain Us on The Ideas Network and the 

NPR News & Classical Network. Entertain Us is a pop-culture clearinghouse that covers TV, movies, 

music, comedy, books and more. Hosts Haleema Shah and Chris Malina cover it all from a Wisconsin 

perspective.  

Entertain Us was developed, along with three other pilots, as a part of a content-incubation project 

called WPR NEXT. The four WPR NEXT programs aired one-hour pilots back in May. Due to positive 

responses from staff and listeners, the project continues to move forward. Of the four pilots, two are 

currently slated to air second episodes in 2017. 

"We have an incredibly talented staff with a lot of great ideas," said WPR Chief Operating Offer Mike 

Arnold. "We're learning from this process and look forward to sharing more plans for all four of these 

programs in the coming months." 

“Entertain Us was one of the pilots that really seemed to resonate with our listeners during the first 

round,” said Adam Friedrich, Executive Producer of WPR NEXT. “I think listeners found the content 

refreshing, and many stated that the show had a unique sound. Those were pretty big, convincing signs 

that we should try this again.”  

Upbeat, pop-culture programs like Entertain Us stand out in today’s media landscape. “The news cycle 

can feel downright chaotic these days, and while it’s important to have that coverage, we believe it’s 

also important to take a step back and enjoy the good stuff around us,” said Malina.  

The Entertain Us team finds pop-culture intriguing because it provides insight into the zeitgeist of a time. 

“On a show like this, we get to explore questions like, ‘Why does America seem so nostalgic lately?’ and 

‘Why are we remaking shows or re-watching movies today that are 10 or 20 years old?’” said Shah. 

The new episode of Entertain Us will air in multiple times slots to give more listeners the opportunity to 

hear the program. The episode can also be streamed online at wpr.org/next.  

 

WPR NEXT Broadcast Detail 

 

Entertain Us 

Ideas Network: 

mailto:samantha.greener@wpr.org


Saturday 9/16 – 11:00 a.m. 

Thursday 9/21 – 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday 10/7 – 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10/8 – 11:00 p.m. 

 

NPR News and Classical Network: 

Saturday 9/16 – 3:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9/17 – 9:00 a.m. 

Friday 10/6 – 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10/8 – 3:00 p.m. 

 

### 

Editor’s Note: Please find attached a royalty-free photo, captioned: Chris Malina and Haleema Shah, 

hosts of Entertain Us, are excited to share the show’s second pilot episode on Saturday. Find the shows 

and more at wpr.org/next. Photo Credit: WPR/J. Potter 

About Wisconsin Public Radio 

For 100 years, Wisconsin Public Radio has served the people of Wisconsin with quality news, music, talk 

and entertainment. On air, online and in the community - we work for Wisconsin. WPR is a service of the 

Educational Communications Board and University of Wisconsin-Extension. Listen, learn more and 

donate online at wpr.org 
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