
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE         September 13, 2017 
Contact Representative Keith Ripp               (608) 266-3404 

  

REP. KEITH RIPP’S STATEMENT ON THE WISCONSIN STATE 

ASSEMBLY PASSING THE 2017-19 BIENNIAL BUDGET BILL 
 

Madison, WI – Representative Keith Ripp (R-Lodi) released the following statement after the 

Wisconsin State Assembly voted to approve the 2017-19 biennial budget:  

 

The passage of the 2017-19 budget is a great step moving Wisconsin forward. This budget cuts 

taxes for hardworking Wisconsin residents, significantly increases education funding to benefit 

students across the state, especially in rural schools, freezes UW tuition for another two years, 

expands transportation funding for local road projects, and changes many government programs. 

 

In this budget, Wisconsin provides an additional $200 per pupil this school year and $204 per 

pupil next year for a total of $639 million dollars in new funding for K-12 education. This is the 

largest two-year investment in Wisconsin’s education system in state history. By directly 

dedicating more academic resources into the classroom, Wisconsin is making a strong 

commitment to educate our children and grandchildren. I want to ensure students have the ability 

to receive an excellent education regardless of where they live, particularly in rural areas.  

 

Addressing rural Wisconsin’s needs were a big priority in this biennial budget, specifically our 

transportation system. This budget tackles the state’s transportation funding situation in four 

ways. First, this budget reforms Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) standards 

that maximizes the ability to find cost savings within the agency and in construction projects 

around the state. Second, it reduces the amount of bonding for interstate projects to the lowest 

level in 10 years. Third, it reinvests more funding into successful infrastructure development 

programs, such as the Local Bridge and Roads Improvement Funds, as well as adding more 

revenue to the state’s Transportation Fund. Finally, it reaffirms Wisconsin’s commitment to craft 

both short and long term funding solutions to our state’s transportation structure by creating new 

fees for hybrid-electric and pure electric vehicles as well as completing the tolling feasibility and 

implementation study. Even though this budget does not provide a one-size-fits-all funding plan 

for our transportation network, it continues the process of analyzing all options and advances the 

legislative conversation of finding viable, effective solutions to the Transportation Fund. 

 

The 2017-19 budget sets the right priorities for Wisconsin families and students. As a citizen 

legislator, I want to grow our state economy so current and future generations can live, work, 

raise a family, and retire in a better, robust Wisconsin. Supporting these budget proposals as well 



 

 

as continuing the producer-led watershed protection grant program and maintaining the farm to 

school program have been very successful in my district and throughout the rest of the state. I 

would like to thank all of my constituents for contacting me over the past several months with 

your thoughts and ideas about how to improve this biennial budget and my legislative colleagues 

for working with me to make important changes and create the best budget for Wisconsinites.   

 

Click on the following link to see Representative Keith Ripp’s video commenting on his vote for 

the 2017-19 biennial budget: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqoUllFrhv0&feature=youtu.be  

 

Representative Keith Ripp serves the residents of the 42nd Assembly District, which includes 

portions of Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, and Marquette Counties. 
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