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State Budget Passes Assembly 
From tax cuts to historic investments in our public schools, this budget hits the 

mark in moving Wisconsin forward 
 

MADISON – Representative Warren Petryk (R-Eleva) voted in favor of the 2017-19 biennial 

state budget along with his colleagues in the Assembly – please click on picture below to hear 

the Representative’s full comments on yesterday’s session.  

“Every biennial budget is a priority-setting document 

which receives input from across the state. This budget 

included an official public hearing in Ellsworth where 

members of the Budget Committee listened directly to the 

ideas and concerns of my constituents.  It has since been 

improved over the last several months, investing in the 

priorities of my rural Western Wisconsin constituents.” 

The budget does not raise sales or incomes taxes and eliminates an entire state tax on property 

tax bills, lowering property taxes to below 2014 levels. The legislation also simplifies the tax 

code, allowing Wisconsinites to keep more of their hard-earned dollars. 

“I’ve heard over and over again from constituents that keeping our taxes low is a main concern 

and am happy to have supported those priorities today with a budget that does just that.”  

This budget invests directly into the classrooms of our rural school students with historic K-12 

funding which increasing state aid to school districts by $639 million, targeting aid to low-

spending districts.  

This budget further invests in our rural roads and bridges by providing $10 million to the Local 

Bridge Improvement Fund as well as $10 million to the Local Roads Improvement Fund. It also 

invests $14 million in state funding for broadband internet expansion grants. 

“I am happy the transportation portion of this budget has the lowest borrowing in more than a 

decade and includes new accountability and oversight measures to ensure that taxpayer dollars 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpHXFIt8GkE&feature=youtu.be


are being spent correctly as well as prioritizing additional funding for broadband expansion 

which is much needed in our rural district.” 

The bill provides opportunities for Wisconsinites to be successful in new careers by increasing 

funding for worker training, career and technical education and school district tech ed equipment 

grants by $13.5 million while freezing undergraduate tuition for our world-class UW System for 

another two years. The tuition freeze has saved the average student more than $6,000 over the 

last four years.   

“This budget is a budget of positive, responsible investment to keep Wisconsin moving 

forward.” 

The budget bill will now head to the state Senate for consideration before going to Governor 

Walker to be signed into law. 

Click here to watch Representative Petryk speak about the passage of the 17-19 budget. 
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