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Retired DNR Chief of Runoff Management to Head Environmental Law Center Board of Directors  
 
FOR RELEASE: September 14, 2016 
 
CONTACT:  Stacy Harbaugh, Communications and Outreach Coordinator, 

sharbaugh@midwestadvocates.org, (608)251-5047 x 1 
 
MADISON, WI – Midwest Environmental Advocates is pleased to announce the election of Gordon Stevenson 
as President of the nonprofit, nonpartisan environmental law center’s Board of Directors. Gordon has 
contributed decades of experience to public service through his work at the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources and as a volunteer for Midwest Environmental Advocates being a voice for the protection of our 
state’s clean groundwater, lakes and streams.  
 
New leadership on the MEA Board includes: 

Vice President Helen Sarakinos of Madison who most recently worked on water policy and river 
restoration programs for the River Alliance of Wisconsin 

 
Treasurer David Wernecke of Baraboo who worked as the Executive Director of the Baraboo Range 
Preservation Association 
 
Secretary Dave Clausen, retired veterinarian from Amery who served on the Wisconsin Natural 
Resources Board from January 2006 to May 2013 

 
Gordon Stevenson’s bio: 
Gordon is a 26-year veteran of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. His last assignment was 
serving as the Chief of Runoff Management until his retirement in January of 2011. His professional expertise 
includes watershed-based water resource protection and control of diffuse water pollution sources. Gordon had 
been instrumental in development of policies and administrative codes for the State of Wisconsin involving 
both agricultural and urban nonpoint source water pollution.  
 
In particular, Gordon has been an architect of Wisconsin’s environmental programs that apply to Wisconsin’s 
extensive livestock industry. He wrote and issued the first permits for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations 
in Wisconsin, developed technical guidance for abatement of agricultural pollutants in both surface water and 
groundwater and was the voice of the Department of Natural Resources to Wisconsin’s livestock producer 
community. 
 
Gordon holds degrees in American history and engineering from the University of Wisconsin. He has been a 
registered professional engineer and also has significant teaching experience. He and his family enjoy a one-
acre garden near Black Earth where they raise chickens and the occasional goat.  
 
Midwest Environmental Advocates is a public interest organization that uses the power of the law to support communities fighting for 
environmental accountability. Learn more about the Midwest Environmental Advocates on the web at midwestadvocates.org, like MEA on 
Facebook or follow @MidwestAdvocate on Twitter.  
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