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ICYMI: What They’re Saying About Governor Walker’s Foxconn Proposal 
 

 

“We must improve Wisconsin’s economy, but this deal is too expensive and will waste valuable state resources 

that otherwise would be used for roads, schools and health care. There are better, less expensive ways for 

Wisconsin to help build a robust economy that creates good-paying jobs. 

 

“Too many Wisconsin entrepreneurs lack the money to start and grow our companies. Even a fraction of the $3 

billion proposed to be invested in Foxconn could help seed new companies around the state.  

 

“Wisconsinites who start businesses and headquarter them here are more likely to invest a good share of their 

profits back in our communities. They will be more likely to hire employees from Wisconsin and more likely to 

hire local contractors and suppliers. But Foxconn, a foreign company, certainly will send its profits overseas. 

 

“Wisconsin politicians should do the right thing and renegotiate the Foxconn deal before it’s too late.”  

 

-Kevin Conroy, president, CEO and chairman of the board of Exact Sciences of Madison, Milwaukee 

Journal Sentinel, September 7, 2017 

“The deal also offers Foxconn $1.35 billion for building out a plant that might cost $10 billion, according to the 

company’s estimates. The risk: Foxconn builds the plant, collects the incentives for plant and equipment but 

doesn’t come close to creating 13,000 jobs.” 

“That could happen if, as expected, Foxconn leans heavily on factory automation to keep its long-term costs 

down. Manufacturers have to automate to remain competitive; Foxconn cut 60,000 jobs at a single factory in 2016 

by employing robotics, the BBC reports.” 

 

-David D. Haynes, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Editorial, September 12, 2017 

 

“The hypocrisy of the governor and Republican Legislature is appalling. They have spent the last seven years 

cutting spending for our most vulnerable, for our roads and for our schools while justifying the cuts as necessary 

due to budget constraints. Still, a seemingly unending stream of dollars is available to Foxconn. 

“Thousands of Wisconsin companies will employ the 99.9% who don’t work at Foxconn and have neither asked 

for nor received any special treatment from the state. What happened to the governor’s conservative principles 

that maintain that it’s not the government’s role to pick winners and losers? Where’s the free market? 

“The simple answer is that the governor would rather bestow precious government resources on a private foreign 

company than spend them on government programs that benefit all Wisconsinites. 

 

http://www.jsonline.com/story/opinion/contributors/2017/09/07/conroy-foxconn-deal-way-too-expensive/644111001/
http://www.jsonline.com/story/opinion/contributors/2017/09/07/conroy-foxconn-deal-way-too-expensive/644111001/
http://www.jsonline.com/story/opinion/editorials/2017/09/12/editorial-protect-wisconsin-taxpayers-foxconn-deal/659152001/


 

 

“My fellow Wisconsinites, make no mistake, Walker wants to give your tax dollars to a foreign company instead of 

investing in your schools, your roads and bridges, your university system, your natural resources and, most 

important, your businesses.  Foxconn is the winner. We are the losers and we get stuck with the bill.  

 

-John W. Miller, founder of Arenberg Holdings, LLC, a Wisconsin venture capital fund and former CEO 

of Miller-St. Nazianz, Inc., Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, September 12, 2017 

“As someone who loves Wisconsin, I’ve been asking myself a question recently about the state’s courting of 

Foxconn: Must we give them everything? 

“The state promised billions of dollars in tax incentives. Yet this historic gift doesn’t satisfy the company. 

“Instead, the proposed Foxconn legislation also will include a raft of environmental exemptions that threaten our 

communities and our water resources. 

“Even if we ignore Foxconn’s questionable labor practices and the billions of dollars in incentives, how do we 

reconcile these environmental exemptions when Foxconn has helped make China the global leader in pollution?” 

 

-John Stollenwerk, former president/CEO of Allen Edmonds Shoe Corp., Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 

September 5, 2017 

“What Terry Gou wants, Terry Gou gets. Big checks to subsidize the cost of the factory: Done! Big checks to 

subsidize the jobs: OK! Unlimited Lake Michigan water: Check! Suspension of some inconvenient state 

environmental rules: You bet! Go straight to the state Supreme Court if sued and automatically stay lower court 

orders: Why not? 

“The Joint Finance Committee also required a review of Foxconn’s job numbers before the state cuts checks for 

plant and equipment subsidies that could total $1.35 billion. And that sounds prudent until you realize the 

requirement is as toothless as a day-old baby. It doesn't actually require Foxconn to create a minimum number of 

jobs. A major risk is that Foxconn claims every penny of the plant and equipment subsidies then automates its way 

to well short of the promised 13,000 jobs, which could significantly raise the cost per job of these giveaways.” 

--David D. Haynes, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Editorial, September 7, 2017 
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