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Now We Know Why:  Because Scott Walker Asked 
 
Representative Terese Berceau (D – Madison), the ranking member on the Assembly Committee on 
Campaigns and Elections, released the following statement regarding the explosive revelations in the 
Guardian today about Governor Walker’s co-ordinated fundraising with dark money special interest groups 
in the lead-up to his recall election: 
 
“Today it became perfectly clear why our Republican governor and legislators have been so hell-bent on 
gutting Wisconsin’s long-standing tradition of clean, open, and transparent government.  Now we know why 
they neutered the watchdog, non-partisan Government Accountability Board and replaced it with partisan 
commissions.  We know why they exempted politicians from John Doe investigations.  We know why they 
legalized co-ordination between candidates and outside groups that can accept unlimited, undisclosed 
corporate money for elections.  We know why they tried to eliminate the open records law in the dark of 
night on a holiday weekend. 
 
“Because Scott Walker asked.  He and his campaign asked millionaires and billionaires and corporate CEOs 
for millions of dollars.  They directed that the contributions go to the Wisconsin Club for Growth.  They said 
donors could give as much as they wanted and it would never have to be disclosed.  That kind of co-
ordination wasn’t authorized in state statutes when Scott Walker was doing all that asking.  All those 
legislative machinations were meant to keep the rest of us from finding out. 
 
“What we still don’t know is if all those people and companies asked for something in return.  We do know 
that Gogebic Taconite gave $700,000 and the legislature later eviscerated many of the laws safeguarding 
our state from mining pollution.  We know that Elizabeth Uihlein and her husband contributed over $3 million 
and later got a sweetheart land-swap deal from the DNR.   
 
“Today we learned that the owner of a lead paint company gave $750,000 before and after Republicans 
passed two laws designed to shield the industry from liability in lead poisoning lawsuits.  One included 
specific language suggested by the company’s lobbyist to make the bill’s protections backdated.  A federal 
appeals court later ruled that this retroactive corporate immunity was unconstitutional. 
 
“What other policies were changed and legislation approved after Scott Walker asked?” 
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