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Winners of 2018 Community and Economic Development Awards Unveiled
Madison, WI – Winners of the prominent Community and Economic Development Awards (CEDA) were
unveiled at the 4th annual CEDA Awards banquet, held September 12, 2018, at The Edgewater Hotel in
Madison. The CEDA Awards program was established by the Wisconsin Economic Development
Association (WEDA) to recognize businesses, projects, and organizations that are making significant
contributions to Wisconsin’s economy.
“WEDA is excited to partner with the Wisconsin League of Municipalities, Wisconsin Counties Association,
and the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to present the CEDA Awards and celebrate the
dedicated efforts of business and organizations across the state to advance Wisconsin’s economy,” said
WEDA Executive Director Brian Doudna.
Awards were given in the following six categories at the CEDA Awards banquet: Business Retention and
Expansion; Economic Development Initiative; Economic Driver; Public-Private Partnership; Real Estate
Development and Reuse; and Talent Attraction:


Business Retention & Expansion – This award honors innovative economic development
projects where communities have successfully mobilized to help retain and potentially expand the
operations of an existing business critical to the economic vitality of the community.
o



Economic Development Initiative – This award honors innovative community and economic
development efforts that successfully promote growth and prosperity in Wisconsin communities.
o



Winner: Generac Power Systems

Private-Public Partnership – This award honors projects, programs or initiatives that have been
successful due to exceptional collaboration between the public and private sectors.
o



Winner: New North Supply Chain Marketplace

Economic Driver – This award honors businesses committed to long-term investment in their
Wisconsin operations that have a significant economic impact in their community and across the
state.
o



Winner: Duluth Trading Company

Winner: Grand Kakalin project

Real Estate Redevelopment and Reuse – This award honors innovative real estate
redevelopment or reuse projects that have had a positive impact on a community’s economy,
including job growth and increased tax base.
o

Winner: Menominee Nation Arena
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Talent Development – This award honors initiatives or programs that have driven successful
talent development efforts to strengthen the Wisconisn workforce.
o

Winner: UW Health

CEDA Award sponsors include the American Transmission Company; Alliant Energy; Bachmann
Construction; Green Bay Packers; Insight Publications; J.H. Findorff & Son; Madison Gas & Electric;
Wisconsin Public Service; and Xcel Energy.
###

About WEDA:
For over 40 years, WEDA has been dedicated to expanding Wisconsin’s economy through advocacy,
education and providing resources to promote economic growth. WEDA is a statewide trade association
comprised of economic development professionals, businesses and organizations who strive to make
Wisconsin a better place to live, work and do business through economic development. For more
information, visit our website at www.weda.org.
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Duluth Trading Company Wins Prominent Economic Development Award
Madison, WI – Duluth Trading Company, based in based in Belleville, WI, won the Business Retention &
Expansion Award at the 4th annual Community and Economic Development Awards (CEDA) banquet,
held September 12, 2018, at The Edgewater Hotel in Madison. The CEDA Awards program was
established by the Wisconsin Economic Development Association (WEDA) to recognize businesses,
projects, and organizations that are making significant contributions to Wisconsin’s economy.
The Business Retention and Expansion award honors innovative economic development projects where
communities have successfully mobilized to help retain and potentially expand the operations of an
existing business critical to the economic vitality of the community. Duluth Trading Company received the
award for its new Mount Horeb, WI corporate headquarters project.
“We are thrilled to be recognized for this community and economic development award. As Duluth
Trading Company has grown, we quickly outgrew our facilities, and downtown Mount Horeb was a
popular choice to relocate our headquarters,” said Dave Homolka, Duluth Trading Co. Vice President of
Human Resources. “The partnership between the village of Mount Horeb, our developer, and Duluth
executives has helped us widen our Dane County footprint to offer more job opportunities beyond our
Belleville facilities and provide employees a convenient headquarters with a hometown feel.”
The $39.5 million project was made possible by a strong partnership between Duluth Trading Company
and the Village of Mount Horeb to keep the clothing and accessories company in Wisconsin, bring the
new Duluth corporate headquarters to the heart of the village's downtown, and provide a catalyst to
attract new businesses and jobs to Mount Horeb. Once completed, the new HQ building will house
approximately 200 employees, with room to expand to 300 workers.
“WEDA is excited to partner with the Wisconsin League of Municipalities, Wisconsin Counties Association,
and the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to present the CEDA Awards and celebrate the
dedicated efforts of business and organizations across the state to advance Wisconsin’s economy,” said
WEDA Executive Director Brian Doudna.
Awards were given in the following six categories at the CEDA Awards banquet: Business Retention and
Expansion; Economic Development Initiative; Economic Driver; Public-Private Partnership; Real Estate
Development and Reuse; and Talent Attraction.
CEDA Award sponsors include the American Transmission Company; Alliant Energy; Bachmann
Construction; Green Bay Packers; Insight Publications; J.H. Findorff & Son; Madison Gas & Electric;
Wisconsin Public Service; and Xcel Energy.
###
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The New North’s Supply Chain Marketplace Wins Prominent Economic
Development Award
Madison, WI – The New North, a regional economic development organization that represents the 18
counties of Northeast Wisconsin, won the Economic Development Initiative Award at the 4 th annual
Community and Economic Development Awards (CEDA) banquet, held September 12, 2018, at The
Edgewater Hotel in Madison. The CEDA Awards program was established by the Wisconsin Economic
Development Association (WEDA) to recognize businesses, projects, and organizations that are making
significant contributions to Wisconsin’s economy.
This Economic Development Initiative award honors innovative community and economic development
efforts that successfully promote growth and prosperity in Wisconsin communities. The New North
received the award for its Wisconisn Supply Chain Marketplace project.
“We see the Supply Chain Marketplace as the place where companies can go to take concrete steps to
diversify into specific market sectors and core industries of the state,” says Jerry Murphy, executive
director of New North Inc. “We believe that the Supply Chain Marketplace serves as a primary
‘Wisconsin’ showcase for companies seeking supplier solutions, now and in the future.”
The New North’s Supply Chain Marketplace provides a dynamic directory platform designed to connect
buyers with suppliers and open the door to exciting business opportunities for Wisconsin companies. The
online platform allows buyers to easily search for potential suppliers and offers automatic notifications to
suppliers seeking new opportunities. Thanks to a collaborative approach by The New North and its
strategic partners, the Supply Chain Marketplace has expanded statewide and offers a unique Foxconn
project directory to connect Wisconsin’s robust supplier network with the enormous economic
opportunities provided by the Foxconn project.
“WEDA is excited to partner with the Wisconsin League of Municipalities, Wisconsin Counties Association,
and the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to present the CEDA Awards and celebrate the
dedicated efforts of business and organizations across the state to advance Wisconsin’s economy,” said
WEDA Executive Director Brian Doudna.
Awards were given in the following six categories at the CEDA Awards banquet: Business Retention and
Expansion; Economic Development Initiative; Economic Driver; Public-Private Partnership; Real Estate
Development and Reuse; and Talent Attraction.
CEDA Award sponsors include the American Transmission Company; Alliant Energy; Bachmann
Construction; Green Bay Packers; Insight Publications; J.H. Findorff & Son; Madison Gas & Electric;
Wisconsin Public Service; and Xcel Energy.
###
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Generac Power Systems Wins Prominent Economic Development Award
Madison, WI – The Generac Power Systems, based in Waukesha, WI, won the Economic Driver Award
at the 4th annual Community and Economic Development Awards (CEDA) banquet, held September 12,
2018, at The Edgewater Hotel in Madison. The CEDA Awards program was established by the Wisconsin
Economic Development Association (WEDA) to recognize businesses, projects, and organizations that
are making significant contributions to Wisconsin’s economy.
The Economic Driver award honors businesses committed to long-term investment in their Wisconsin
operations that have a significant economic impact in their community and across the state.
“We’re grateful for this recognition and look forward to espousing its spirit throughout Wisconsin and
around the world. Wisconsin has a tremendous engineering and manufacturing pedigree, and Generac is
proud to be able to continue doing its part to support that,” said Kevin Anderson, Generac Executive Vice
President of Corporate Strategy and Development. “The success we have enjoyed as a company
headquartered in Wisconsin has not only propelled us onto the global stage, but it has afforded us the
opportunity to give back to the communities where we live and work.”
Waukesha-based Generac Power Systems, a leading supplier of backup power, prime power products,
and engine-powered tools, has had a significant economic impact in the metro-Milwaukee area for over
60 years. Since its founding in 1959, the company has grown to more than 5,000 employees on five
continents, with over 3,200 in Wisconsin alone. Generac has invested heavily in its Wisconsin operations,
its employees, and its community. The company also supports numerous charitable organizations,
including the American Cancer Society and the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.
“WEDA is excited to partner with the Wisconsin League of Municipalities, Wisconsin Counties Association,
and the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to present the CEDA Awards and celebrate the
dedicated efforts of business and organizations across the state to advance Wisconsin’s economy,” said
WEDA Executive Director Brian Doudna.
Awards were given in the following six categories at the CEDA Awards banquet: Business Retention and
Expansion; Economic Development Initiative; Economic Driver; Public-Private Partnership; Real Estate
Development and Reuse; and Talent Attraction.
CEDA Award sponsors include the American Transmission Company; Alliant Energy; Bachmann
Construction; Green Bay Packers; Insight Publications; J.H. Findorff & Son; Madison Gas & Electric;
Wisconsin Public Service; and Xcel Energy.
###
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Grand Kakalin Project Wins Prominent Economic Development Award
Madison, WI – The Grand Kakalin development project in Kaukauna won the Public-Private Partnership
Award at the 4th annual Community and Economic Development Awards (CEDA) banquet, held
September 12, 2018, at The Edgewater Hotel in Madison. The CEDA Awards program was established
by the Wisconsin Economic Development Association (WEDA) to recognize businesses, projects, and
organizations that are making significant contributions to Wisconsin’s economy.
The Public-Private Partnership award honors projects, programs or initiatives that have been successful
due to exceptional collaboration between the public and private sectors.
“The Grand Kakalin project has not only preserved a piece of our past, it has breathed new life into our
downtown district and has had a critical domino effect in creating new jobs and spurring development,”
said Randy Stadtmueller, President of Stadtmueller & Associates, the firm that helped develop the
project. “Whether as an employee in Kaukauna’s downtown, a pedestrian enjoying the river views, or as
a resident visiting the Kaukauna Public Library, the Grand Kakalin project has changed for the better how
we interact with the Fox River and our city’s history.”
The Grand Kakalin project has brought new life to the Fox River in downtown Kaukauna. This publicprivate partnership not only preserved a national register listed landmark in Wisconsin’s first wood pulp
paper mill, it created a new state of the art office for the corporate headquarters of Expera Specialty
Solutions and updated the city library facilities into a contemporary 21st century community space. Thanks
to strong collaboration between the developer, Expera Specialty Solutions, the City of Kaukauna and the
Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation, this project has brought a new and contemporary use to
a piece of Wisconsin history.
“WEDA is excited to partner with the Wisconsin League of Municipalities, Wisconsin Counties Association,
and the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to present the CEDA Awards and celebrate the
dedicated efforts of business and organizations across the state to advance Wisconsin’s economy,” said
WEDA Executive Director Brian Doudna.
Awards were given in the following six categories at the CEDA Awards banquet: Business Retention and
Expansion; Economic Development Initiative; Economic Driver; Public-Private Partnership; Real Estate
Development and Reuse; and Talent Attraction.
CEDA Award sponsors include the American Transmission Company; Alliant Energy; Bachmann
Construction; Green Bay Packers; Insight Publications; J.H. Findorff & Son; Madison Gas & Electric;
Wisconsin Public Service; and Xcel Energy.
###
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Menomonie Nation Arena Wins Prominent Economic Development Award
Madison, WI – The Menomonie Nation Arena in Oshkosh, WI won the Real Estate Redevelopment and
Reuse Award at the 4th annual Community and Economic Development Awards (CEDA) banquet, held
September 12, 2018, at The Edgewater Hotel in Madison. The CEDA Awards program was established
by the Wisconsin Economic Development Association (WEDA) to recognize businesses, projects, and
organizations that are making significant contributions to Wisconsin’s economy.
The Real Estate Redevelopment and Reuse award honors innovative real estate redevelopment or reuse
projects that have had a positive impact on a community’s economy, including job growth and increased
tax base.
"Menominee Nation Arena is an economic development game-changer with ripple effects from the
Oshkosh community throughout Northeast Wisconsin," said Greg Pierce, President, Fox Valley Pro
Basketball. "Landing an NBA G-League team and constructing a 3,500-seat arena that welcomes national
sports and entertainment acts year-round is a project whose impact will be felt for generations. We are
grateful for the support of the city, our local economic development partners, private investors and Fox
Valley sports and entertainment fans who helped make this happen."
The former Buckstaff Furniture Company was one of the most blighted properties in Oshkosh before the
site was transformed into the new state-of-the-art Menominee Nation Arena. The $25 million arena is
home to the Wisconsin Herd G-League team and has been a catalyst for revitalization and additional
business growth in the city’s proposed Sawdust District. It has increased the tax base by over $17 million
and created nearly 120 full and part-time jobs.
“WEDA is excited to partner with the Wisconsin League of Municipalities, Wisconsin Counties Association,
and the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to present the CEDA Awards and celebrate the
dedicated efforts of business and organizations across the state to advance Wisconsin’s economy,” said
WEDA Executive Director Brian Doudna.
Awards were given in the following six categories at the CEDA Awards banquet: Business Retention and
Expansion; Economic Development Initiative; Economic Driver; Public-Private Partnership; Real Estate
Development and Reuse; and Talent Attraction.
CEDA Award sponsors include the American Transmission Company; Alliant Energy; Bachmann
Construction; Green Bay Packers; Insight Publications; J.H. Findorff & Son; Madison Gas & Electric;
Wisconsin Public Service; and Xcel Energy.
###
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UW Health Wins Prominent Economic Development Award
Madison, WI – UW Heath’s Health Occupations and Professions Exploration (HOPE) program won the
Talent Development Award at the 4th annual Community and Economic Development Awards (CEDA)
banquet, held September 12, 2018, at The Edgewater Hotel in Madison. The CEDA Awards program was
established by the Wisconsin Economic Development Association (WEDA) to recognize businesses,
projects, and organizations that are making significant contributions to Wisconsin’s economy.
The Talent Development award honors initiatives or programs that have driven successful talent
development efforts to strengthen the Wisconisn workforce.
“I’m honored to accept this award on behalf of UW Health and the HOPE Program. Building HOPE has
truly taken a village, involving the efforts of the UW Health Career Pathways team as well as hundreds of
other UW Health and UW School of Medicine and Public Health employees and community members,”
said Bridgett Willey, founder of HOPE and Director of the Allied Health Education and Career Pathways
Department at UW Health. “The program has had an incredible impact on young people, and it has been
a truly rewarding experience watching so many successfully complete their education and move into
health care careers.”
The HOPE Program was founded by Dr. Bridgett Willey at UW Health in 2013 to bolster the healthcare
workforce by providing high school and college students from underrepresented backgrounds the
opportunity to explore healthcare careers through a one-day seminar that includes interactive curriculum,
networking opportunities and hands-on experiences. Students who participate in the program are eligible
to apply for summer internships at UW Health. To date, over 2,000 students have participated in HOPE,
with more than 250 completing a summer internship and 77 gaining employment at UW Health.
“WEDA is excited to partner with the Wisconsin League of Municipalities, Wisconsin Counties Association,
and the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to present the CEDA Awards and celebrate the
dedicated efforts of business and organizations across the state to advance Wisconsin’s economy,” said
WEDA Executive Director Brian Doudna.
Awards were given in the following six categories at the CEDA Awards banquet: Business Retention and
Expansion; Economic Development Initiative; Economic Driver; Public-Private Partnership; Real Estate
Development and Reuse; and Talent Attraction.
CEDA Award sponsors include the American Transmission Company; Alliant Energy; Bachmann
Construction; Green Bay Packers; Insight Publications; J.H. Findorff & Son; Madison Gas & Electric;
Wisconsin Public Service; and Xcel Energy.
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