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Census Bureau Data Bring Very Good News on Multiple Fronts 

Uninsured Rate Declines Sharply Nationally and in Wisconsin 

Madison, Wis. – The number of Wisconsinites who do not have health insurance fell sharply 

during the first two years of implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), according to 

new survey data released today by the U.S. Census Bureau. Approximately 195,000 fewer 

Wisconsin residents were uninsured last year than in 2013, a decline of 37.6 percent.  

 

National data from the Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS) show that the 

number of Americans without health insurance fell by more than a third from 2013 to 2015, and 

the percentage who are uninsured is now at an all-time low. That reflects a drop in the uninsured 

of almost 7 million last year, on top of an improvement of about 8.5 million in 2014, when key 

parts of the health care reform law 

took effect.   

 

Jon Peacock, research director of the 

Wisconsin Council on Children and 

Families, said the new data is good 

news for Wisconsin, but not a reason 

to be complacent. “With an estimated 

323,000 Wisconsinites who are still 

uninsured, we can’t rest on our 

laurels,” Peacock said. “We need to 

make additional policy changes to 

reach the Governor’s goal of cutting 

in half Wisconsin’s uninsured rate.”  

 

Peacock recommended two policy 

measures that he said could get 

Wisconsin’s uninsured rate down to 

the Governor’s target of about 

250,000. “First, we should take 



advantage of the part of the health care reform law that would pay for the expansion of 

BadgerCare coverage to low-income working adults who are slightly above the poverty level,” 

Peacock said. “Second, we need to do a better job of removing administrative barriers in the 

BadgerCare enrollment and renewal processes.”  

 

WCCF’s analysis of the new data found that the states that expanded Medicaid by 2015 reduced 

the number of uninsured by 42 percent during the first two years of the major health care reform 

changes, compared to just 25 percent in the non-expansion states.   

 

The new data on health insurance coverage was not the only good new released today by the 

Census Bureau. Another very positive finding in the national data is that the typical household’s 

income rose by 5.2 percent, or $2,798, last year. That is largest increase in median income 

in both percentage and dollar terms ever recorded by the Census Bureau, with data going back to 

1967.  

 

In addition, the national poverty rate fell from to 13.5 percent last year, from 14.8 percent in 

2014, which ties the record for the largest improvement since 1968. 

 

The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) attributes these gains to tighter labor markets 

and improved government policies. According to CBPP President Robert Greenstein:  

“As the economy neared full employment, average real earnings rose. In addition, state 

and local minimum wage increases gave many low-income workers a further income 

boost. Even so, standards of living still haven’t fully rebounded to where they were before 

the Great Recession caused income to fall and poverty to rise substantially.” 

Another large batch of Census Bureau survey data will be released on Thursday. That will 

include state-level data on income and poverty from the American Community Survey. It will 

also include data on health insurance, poverty and income for all counties and cities that have a 

population of at least 65,000.  

### 
 

The Wisconsin Council on Children and Families is a multi-issue policy research and advocacy 

organization promoting statewide polices that ensure a safe and healthy future for every child in 

Wisconsin. For more information, visit www.wccf.org. 
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