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What is Ed Brooks Hiding?   
Wisconsin’s politicians and elected officials should never be above the law  

 
REEDSBURG – In one of the more self-serving votes in recent memory, earlier this session Rep. Ed Brooks 
(R-Reedsburg) voted to exempt himself, and other Wisconsin politicians, from political corruption 
investigations.  Under this new “special treatment” prosecutors are banned from using specific tactics 
they previously could use to investigate political corruption like bribery or “pay-to-play”, while still being 
allowed to use these same tactics for other non-political crimes.    
 
“You’re going to hear a lot from Rep. Brooks about being tough on crime, but apparently that applies to 
everyone but himself and his friends.  To tell our prosecutors and district attorneys how to do their jobs 
and ban them from using certain investigatory practices to uncover political corruption is unacceptable.  
What is Ed Brooks hiding?  Why else would he and his Republican colleagues want to prevent themselves 
from being investigated for these kinds of political corruption crimes?” Shrader asked. 
 
Around the same time Brooks voted to exempt himself from certain political corruption investigations, he 
voted to double campaign contribution limits, he voted to allow political donations from corporations, 
and he voted to allow even more unaccountable money in Wisconsin’s elections. Over the weekend, the 
Wisconsin Alliance for Reform - a group that strongly supported the destruction of our campaign finance 
system - dropped a nasty poll into the 50th Assembly District. It is clear that the special interest groups 
who Brooks helped empower are now flexing their muscle to drown out the voice of the voters with dark 
money spending. 
 
“While I was out knocking on doors in Richland County with family and friends, Rep. Ed Brooks’ special 
interest friends were at it again.  He had their back during the legislative session opening the floodgates 
for more money in our elections and now it’s time for them to have his.  The people didn’t ask for this and 
the people don’t want this.  In fact, it’s exactly the opposite of what I hear when talking to the voters!  It’s 
time we bring commonsense to Madison where the people come first, not party or politics,” Shrader 
concluded.     
 
Art and his wife of 22 years, Mindy, live in rural Reedsburg and have two children, Dakota and Miranda.  
After serving overseas as a Marine in Operation Desert Storm, Art attended UW-Richland County and 
graduated from both Winona State University and UW-Madison.  Art works at WCCU Credit Union as a 
Business Loan Officer.  He is a member of VFW Post 1916, the Eagles Nest Detachment of the Marine 
Corps League and previously was a member of the Lions Club, Kiwanis Club, Sauk County Chamber of 
Commerce, Sauk County Economic Development Corporation Board, Baraboo Revitalization Committee, 
Reedsburg Outdoor Club and the Reedsburg Homeless Shelter Board. 
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